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By  Simply  Trixi 

Maybe  this  is  getting  a  little  tired,  but  the  thought  of  doing  another 
interview  for  GCN  like  the  one  I  recently  did  with  BETTY  sent  me  reeling. 
Another  idol.  This  time,  Alison  Bechdel  of  “Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For”  fame 
was  coming  to  town.  This  time  I  didn’t  have  to  do  the  interview  in  person, 
so  the  what-to-wear-question  wasn’t  much  of  a  problem.  This  time  the 
fanzine-like  fave  rave  list  was  out  of  the  question,  too.  I  wasn’t  going  to  be 
asking  Alison  to  name  her  favorite  ice  cream  and  the  last  book  she  read 
and  the  first  time  she  ever  picked  up  a  copy  of  GCN.  This  time,  I  was  going 
to  ask  about  more  timely  stuff.  Like  the  slide  show  she’s  bringing  to  Boston 
for  a  benefit  for  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  “It’s  kind  of  like 
Family  Night,”  she  told  me.  “Mom?  Dad?  The  kids?”  I  asked.  “No!  Our 
family,”  she  replied.  “The  community  family.” 

I’ve  never  seen  this  famed  slide  show,  which  it  turns  out,  Alison  takes  out 
on  the  road  to  colleges  and  such  every  so  often.  I  wasn’t  going  to  ask  the 
mundane  questions  about  background  either.  “Background  is  so  boring,” 
Alison  said.  But  just  for  those  few  of  you  who  don’t  have  a  clue  as  to  who 
the  hell  Alison  Bechdel  is,  here  goes. 

She’s  been  doing  her  comic  strip  for  about  nine  years.  She’d  include  little 
drawings  of  nasty  tempered  dykes  in  letters  to  friends.  After  doing  that  for 
about  a  year,  she  had  the  first  strips  appear  in  Midwestern  papers  and  now 
it’s  regularly  in  over  “two  dozen  papers.”  Very  impressed,  I  asked  her  about 
a  whole  bunch  of  stuff,  letting  the  hour-long  telephone  conversation 
bounce  around  from  topic  to  topic.  Some  of  the  interview  was  “off  the 
record  personal  stuff.”  But,  suffice  it  to  say,  there’s  a  bit  of  turmoil  in 
Alison’s  personal  life  that  will  be  reflected  in  up-coming  strip  episodes. 

Despite  the  off-the-record  stuff  and  a  small  cat  disaster,  I  had  a  swell  time 
getting  to  know  about  Alison’s  opinions  of  the  dyke  world  and  the  global 
situation  in  general.  So,  the  following  are  excerpts  of  Trixi  and  Alison 
chatting,  aka  a  little  t&a  talk.  Interview  begins  on  page  B 


Illinois  Gov.  adds 
to  HIV  hysteria 

After  a  month  of  pro- gay  legislation,  Gov.  Edgars 
signs  the  nations  most  conservative  HIV  notification 
law  for  health  care  workers 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.— Lending 
his  authority  to  the  recent  hysteria 
over  HIV  transmission  by  health 
care  workers.  Gov.  Jim  Edgar 
enacted  one  of  the  country’s 
strictest  HIV  notification  laws  Oct. 
4 — requiring  that  all  past  and 
present  patients  be  notified  if  a 
health  care  provider  is  HIV 
positive. 

Edgar’s  decision  to  sign  the  bill 
runs  counter  to  an  emerging 
perception  of  him  as  a  moderate 
Republican  who  has  been  quietly 
putting  the  power  of  his  pen  behind 
gay  rights  and  AIDS  activism.  In 
September,  Edgar  signed  two 
domestic  partnership  bills  and  a 
pro-PWA  insurance  bill;  similarly, 
he  vetoed  an  anti-gay  bill  that 
targeted  gay  and  lesbian  student 
activists. 

“I  cannot  help  but  think  that  he 
signed  those  two  [domestic 
partnership]  bills  and  vetoed  the 
ROTC  bill  to  make  up  in  advance 
for  signing  Senate  Bill  999  [the 
health  care  worker/HIV  notification 
bill],”  said  Vernon  Huls  of  the 
Illinois  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force.  “There  would  seem  to  be 
some  kind  of  pragmatic  logic  in 
doing  that” 

Touted  as  the  toughest 

Dlinois  is  the  sixth  state  to  pass 
legislation  addressing  health  care 
workers  with  HIV,  along  with 
Maryland,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Texas 
and  Hawaii.  Illinois’  statute  has 
been  touted  as  the  toughest,  because 
it  defines  risky  procedures  more 
broadly  than  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  does  (see 
GCN ,  Vol.  19,  No.  2),  and  gives  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Public 
Health  (IDPH)  the  power  to 
examine  doctors’  files  and  notify 
their  patients  that  they  may  have 
been  exposed  to  HIV. 

Under  the  measure,  the  IDPH  or 
a  person  who  has  “probable  cause” 
to  believe  he  or  she  has  been 
infected  by  a  health  care  worker  can 
request  the  state’s  prosecuting 
attorney  to  order  that  health  care 
worker  to  be  tested  for  HIV.  If  the 
result  of  the  HTV  test  is  positive,  the 
IDPH  would  be  empowered  to 
examine  medical  files  and  draw  up 
a  list  of  other  patients,  who  would 
then  be  notified  that  they  may  have 
been  exposed  to  HIV.  Notification 
would  not  include  naming  the  HIV¬ 
positive  health  care  worker,  a 
violation  of  Illinois’  HIV 
confidentiality  statute. 

Mark  Ishaug  of  the  AIDS 
Foundation  of  Chicago  told  GCN 
that  the  law’s  premise  ignores  the 
low  risk  of  HIV  transmission  during 
invasive  procedures  when  universal 
precautions  are  observed,  which  he 
estimated  at  roughly  one  in  three 
billion.  “The  measure  fails  to 
address  the  primary  modes  of  HTV 
transmission,  unsafe  sex  and 
[shared  needles]  in  IV  drug  use,” 
said  Ishaug.  “It  is  fiscally  unsound,” 
he  added,  because  it  threatens  to 
divert  funds  from  safer  sex 
education  and  other  precautionary 
measures 

Matthew  Nosanchuk,  staff 
counsel  for  the  Illinois  ACLU’s 
AIDS  and  Civil  Liberties  Project, 


said  that  rather  than  give  the  public 
a  sense  of  security  or  accountability 
concerning  HIV  transmission,  "the 
spectacle  of  the  Dlinois  Department 
of  Public  Health  sending  out 
notification  of  possible  HIV 
infection  from  unnamed  sources 
will  simply  fan  the  flames  of  AIDS 
hysteria  and  provoke  increased 
anxiety.” 

“The  law  will  give  people  a  false 
sense  of  security  vis-a-vis  their 
health  care  workers,”  added  Ishaug. 
“It  does  not  guarantee  that  your 
health  care  is  not  HTV  positive,”  he 
added.  “In  fact  it  is  a  disincentive 
for  any  health  care  worker  to  get 
tested.” 

Originally,  Senate  Bill  999 
called  for  the  IDPH  to  provide 
counseling  to  those  notified.  That 
element  of  the  bill  was  cut  because 
of  its  initial  implementation  cost, 
projected  at  $10  million.  Ishaug  told 
GCN  that  the  first  phase  of 
implementation,  which  involves 
notification  of  patients  of  13-15 
HIV  positive  physicians,  will  cost 
an  estimated  $500,000. 

Constitutional  problems 

The  ACLU’s  Nosanchuk  told 
GCN  that  there  are  several 
constitutional  problems  with  the 
law  Edgar  signed. 

Nosanchuk  said  that  the 
nebulous  language  of  the  law  gives 
the  IDPH  too  much  latitude  in 
determining  its  implementation.  In 
their  haste  to  get  the  bill  passed  and 
signed  by  the  governor,  the  law’s 
authors  left  it  up  to  the  IDPH  to 
determine  which  procedures  could 
present  the  risk  of  HIV 
transmission,  according  to 
Nosanchuk. 

The  law  also  may  violate  a 
patient’s  constitutional  right  to 
medical  privacy,  by  granting  the 
health  department  access  to  medical 
records.  Both  doctors  and  patients 
have  the  right  to  keep  medical 
information  private,  Nosanchuk 
said.  Despite  the  law’s 
“confidentiality"  clause,  some 
predict  the  notification  feature  is 
likely  to  cause  patients  to  seek  out 
which  health  care  worker  he  or  she 
“may”  have  been  infected  by.  In 
smaller  communities,  this  may  be 
tantamount  to  privacy  violation  for 
the  health  care  worker. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has 
determined  that  disclosures  such  as 
patient  notification  should  be 
restricted  to  situations  where 
“significant”  risk  can  be  shown. 
Nosanchuk  said,  given  the  law’s 
present  language,  it  will  be  difficult 
for  the  IDPH  to  prove  a  big  enough 
HIV  risk  to  permit  privacy  rights  to 
be  encroached.  This  Supreme  Court 
determination  has  been  used  to 
strike  down  laws  in  the  past. 

Nosanchuk  said  the  measure  also 
may  violate  federal  laws  that 
prevent  discrimination  against 
people  with  AIDS,  by  subjecting 
HIV  positive  health  care  workers  to 
a  higher  level  of  professional 
scrutiny.  Protection  from  such 
discrimination  is  provided  under  the 
present  Federal  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  and  Title  2  of  the  American 
Disabilities  Act,  which  goes  into 
effect  Feb.  26, 1992. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Congress  rejects 
mandatory  testing 

WASHINGTON— After  months  of 
debate,  Congress  resolved  not  to  require 
mandatory  HIV-testing  of  health  care 
workers  Oct.  4,  when  it  approved  a  House- 
Senate  compromise  version  of  the  Dole- 
Kennedy-Hatch  Leadership  bill. 

The  revised  amendment  to  the 
appropriations  bill  requires  states  to  certify 
that  they  have  adopted  the  guidelines  of  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDQ,  which 
call  for  health  care  workers  to  voluntarily 
submit  to  HIV  testing  and  cease  “invasive 
procedures”  if  they  are  HTV  positive.  States 
may  instead  opt  to  implement  and  certify 
“equivalent”  guidelines.  Failure  to  certify 
either  CDC  or  “equivalent  guidelines  within 
the  next  year  would  jeopardize  any  state’s 
federal  funding. 

Congress’  decision  came  in  the  wake  of 
public  fear  that  they  would  enact  mandatory 
HIV  testing  of  health  care  workers,  like 
those  introduced  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  and 
overwhelmingly  approved  by  the  Senate  last 
July,  (see  GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  2). 

Steve  Smith,  a  lobbyist  for  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF)  praised  the 
clause  allowing  states  to  autonomously 
substitute  their  own  guidelines  for  those  of 
the  CDC,  because  it  lets  states  proscribe 
more  liberal  guidelines. 

Smith  emphasized  that  the  issue  of  HIV 
testing  of  health  care  workers  is  far  from 
dead  in  Congress.  The  amendment  to  the 
appropriations  bill  will  last  only  until  the  end 
of  this  fiscal  year.  Sept.  30,  1992. 
Meanwhile,  amendments  like  the  Helms 
amendments  could  be  attached  to  other  bills. 

— i Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Transsexual  pilot 
will  sue 

TRENTON,  N.J. — A  former  Continental 
Airlines  pilot,  fired  just  before  having  a 
male-to-female  sex  change  operation,  filed 
suit  against  the  financially  troubled  carrier  in 
a  New  Jersey  superior  court,  Oct  4. 

Jessica  Steams,  formerly  John  Steams, 
told  GCN  that  when  Continental’s 


management  discovered  her  intention  to 
undergo  surgery,  they  sent  her  a  letter  calling 
transsexualism  “incompatible  with  the  image 
that  had  to  be  presented  by  a  pilot.”  They 
argued  Steams  would  cause  “disruption 
during  moments  of  crisis.” 

Steams  was  grounded  in  Dec.  1989  and 
sent  by  Continental  to  a  psychiatrist,  who 
determined  that  Steams  would  not  be 
compromised  as  a  pilot  by  her  gender 
identity  or  her  decision  to  have  a  sex  change. 
Steams  returned  to  flight  duty  from  Dec.  20, 
1989  until  April  6,  1990,  only  to  be 
grounded  again,  with  a  letter  threatening 
termination  if  she  underwent  the  surgery. 

Steams’  pay  and  benefits  ceased  two 
months  before  her  Aug.  28  surgery.  Since 
then,  she  has  been  unable  to  get  work  as  a 
professional  pilot.  Steams  told  GCN  that  the 
Federal  Aviation  Administration  knows  of 
29  transsexuals  certified  as  pilots. 

“When  someone  comes  along  and  fires 
you  from  a  job  you  are  a  natural  at,  it  is  like 
a  thief  coming  in  the  night  and  stealing 
everything,”  Steams  told  GCN. 

Steams  is  suing  Continental  via  a  New 
Jersey  statute  that  prevents  discrimination 
based  on  perceived  handicap.  No  federal 
legislation  protects  transsexuals. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 


FOR  THE 
ACTIVIST  IN  YOU 

•  Register  to  vote,  Oct.  16  deadline. 
Call  City  Hall  for  locations:  7254635. 

•  Boston  City  Council  Candidates 
Forum,  Tues.,  Oct.  15,  11  a.m., 
UMass/Harbor  Campus,  Media  Center. 
Info:  536-0012. 

•  Trial  of  four  AIDS  Brigade  members 
who  face  probable  two-year  jail  sentence 
for  needle  exchange.  Oct.  16,  9  a.m. 
Boston  Municipal  Court,  4th  floor.  Gov’t 
center  T.  Info:  49ACTUP. 

•  Phone  zap  regional  HUD  admin¬ 
istrator  for  cuts  in  PWA  housing  (again), 
565-5234.  Info:  49ACTUP. 

Got  activist  news?  426-4469;  fax  426- 
2723.  — Carrie  Wofford 


AIDS  TREATMENT  NOTES 

Foscamet  approved 

On  September  27  the  Food  and  Drag  Administration  (FDA)  announced  approval  of 
the  drag  foscamet  for  treatment  of  AIDS  patients  with  cytomegalovirus  (CMV)  retinitis. 
CMV  retinitis  is  an  opportunistic  eye  infection  that  occurs  in  twenty  percent  of  people 
with  AIDS  and  can  lead  to  irreversible  blindness  in  individuals  with  impaired  immune 
systems.  CMV  infections  are  most  common  in  people  with  AIDS  whose  T-cell  counts 
are  below  50.  CMV  can  also  cause  life-threatening  colitis,  esophagitis  and  neurological 
problems. 

Until  now,  the  standard  therapy  for  CMV  has  been  ganciclovir  (also  called  DHPG  or 
Cytovene).  This  treatment  requires  the  use  of  an  IV  catheter(a  permanent  intravenous 
value  in  the  body).  Many  people  need  life-long  treatment  to  prevent  recurrences  of  the 
lesions  caused  by  CMV.  Side  effects  of  ganciclovir  include:  bone  marrow  suppression, 
white  blood  cell  depletion  neutropenia  white  blood  cell  deletion  (neutropenia),  and  the 
possibility  that  ganciclovir-resistant  strains  of  CMV  will  develop.  Because  AZT  also 
causes  bone  marrow  suppression,  it  is  difficult  to  use  AZT  and  ganciclovir  at  the  same 
time,  at  least  for  those  taking  high-dose  AZT  (1200  mg/day).  This  might  not  be  as  much 
of  a  problem  for  people  taking  lower  doses  of  AZT  (300-600  mg/day). 

Not  a  wonder  drug,  but  we  need  It 

According  to  a  news  release  from  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
(HHS),  “Some  serious  toxicity  problems  have  been  associated  with  foscamet.  In 
particular,  prescribing  physicians  should  pay  very  close  attention  to  any  signs  of 
nephrotoxicity  (kidney  damage),  abnormal  electrolyte  levels  in  the  blood  or  seizures  in 
patients  treated  with  the  drag.” 

Seizures  can  be  prevented  by  proper  monitoring  of  calcium  levels  and  adequate  fluids. 
Like  ganciclovir,  foscamet  requires  the  use  of  an  IV  catheter.  Still,  foscamet  is  an 
important  treatment  option  because  it  can  be  used  with  AZT  and  because,  for  a 
significant  number  of  people,  ganciclovir  either  doesn’t  work  or  is  too  toxic.  People 
deciding  whether  to  take  ganciclovir  or  foscamet  have  the  pleasure  of  choosing  which 
menu  of  nasty  side  effects  appeals  to  them  the  most. 

What  HHS  and  Astra  didn’t  tell  you  on  the  6  o’clock  news 

Astra  Pharmaceuticals  Products,  Inc.  officials,  on  TV  newscasts  surrounding  the  Sept. 
27  FDA  approval,  noted  when  pressed,  that  foscamet  would  cost  over  $40,000  a  year 
(making  it  the  most  expensive  AIDS  therapy  yet,  and  one  of  the  most  costly  drugs  on  the 
planet).  Astra  claimed  the  high  cost  would  cover  a  needed  new  facility  and  new  staff. 
What  they  failed  to  mention  was  their  dirty  way  of  doing  business. 

In  the  spring  of  1989,  ACT  UP/Boston  began  negotiations  with  Astra  to  get  them  to 
make  foscamet  available  to  people  who  couldn’t  tolerate  ganciclovir,  or  for  whom 
ganciclovir  didn't  work.  Astra’s  response  was  firm:  they  had  no  intention  of  being 
“distracted"  by  such  a  program.  Their  only  goal  was  to  get  FDA  approval  of  foscamet 
“in  record  time,"  so  they  could  sell  it  ACT  UP  demonstrated  at  their  glitzy  West  borough 
offices  in  June  of  1989  (at  which  15  wot  arrested).  The  negative  press  generated  by  the 
large  demonstrations  intensified.  By  fall  of  that  year,  negotiation  seemed  pointless,  and 
broke  off  after  Astra  found  a  new  line:  Astra  was  no  longer  simply  refusing  to  release  the 
drug,  they  insisted  they  just  didn’t  have  enough  foscamet  to  go  around — and  they  spent 
another  five  months  haggling  over  contracts  with  manufactuers. 

Determined  to  secure  foscamet  for  PWAs,  ACT  UP  decided  it  was  time  to  bring  the 
plight  of  PWAs  “home”  to  Astra.  ACT  UP  zapped  Lars  Bildman,  CEO  of  Astra 
Pharmaceutical,  over  a  period  of  months  outside  his  home,  even  on  a  snowy 
Thanksgiving  day.  By  our  third  visit,  round-the-clock  security  guards  were  on  hand  at 
the  Bildman  residence.  By  February,  Astra  was  eager  to  meet  with  us  again. 

With  negotiations  resumed,  ACT  UP/Boston  finally  managed  to  get  Astra  to  meet  our 
demands.  In  August  1990,  distribution  of  foscamet  clinical  trial  setting  officially  began. 
From  that  time  until  Sept.  1991,  when  the  FDA  approved  foscamet  for  sale,  roughly 
_ _ _ Continued  on  page  6 
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Roner  &  Cain 

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
•  Wills  &  Estate  Planning 
•  Living  Wills  &  Medical  Directives 
•  Criminal  Defense  &  OUI/DWI 
Personal  Injury  &  Worker’s  Comp  •  Bankruptcy 

One  Beacon  Street  Suite  1100  TEL  (617)  367-1800 

Boston.  MA  02 108  FAX  (617)  367-4335 


186  Hampshire  Street  ‘Cambridge,  MA  02139 

A  10-minute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 


New  A  WOMEN’S 
RDS  BOOKSTORE 


•  (617)876-5310 


Books  •  Journals  •  Records  &  Tapes 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses  • 

Cards  •  Posters  •  Non-sexist  Children's  Books 


10-6  Tues,  Wed,  Friday,  Sat  •  10-9Thurs  •  12-6  Sunday 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  »  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


1991  VETERANS  DAY  WALK  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
10,728  MEN  AND  WOMEN  VETERANS  WITH  AIDS 

TIME:  11:00  AM 

DATE:  November  11, 1991-  Veterans  Day 
MEETING  PLACE:  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

Money  raised  will  be  used  to  open  an  AIDS  prevention 
storefront  near  the  Pine  St.  Inn  with  a  primary  focus  on  our 
hundreds  of  veterans  who  arc 

For  walk  information  and 
pledge  sheet,  please  write  or  call: 

NATIONAL  AIDS  BRIGADE,  P.0.  BOX  201 
492  EAST  BROADWAY,  BOSTON,  MA 
02127(617)  269-8236 


HIV  positive  or  have  AIDS. 


Sweet  Honey  InThe  Rock 


Friday,  November  8  at  8pm  •  Symphony  Hall 

301  Mass  Avenue.  Boston 


Tickets  $22,  $19.  $15  available  at  the  Box  Office  617/  266-1200  also  at  Artjorway  Video  (JR).  Newbury  Comics 
(Harvard  Square),  Skippy  White’s  (Boston/Camtmdge).  Wood  and  Strings  (Arlington) 


CHARGE  BY  PHONE 

Svmphom<  harge  617/  *266-1*200  Ticket  Master  617/  931-2000 


High-tech  abortion 
methods  debated 

New  abortion  and  birth  control  techniques  are  criticized  for 
their  forced  use  on  poor  women  and  women  of  color 
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BOSTON — Several  hundred 
people  turned  out  for  a  pro-choice 
rally  and  vigil  in  Boston  Oct.  3  to 
commemorate  the  death  of  Rosie 
Jiminez,  the  first  known  woman  to 
have  died  from  a  back-alley  abortion 
after  the  Supreme  Court  upheld  the 
Hyde  amendment  barring  Medicaid 
funds  from  being  used  for  abortions. 
Several  speakers  gave  short 
speeches  vowing  to  make  sure 
abortions  are  safe,  legal  and  funded. 
Jiminez  died  in  Texas  in  1977  from 
complications  from  a  $40  illegal 
aborti on. Donna  Bivens,  of  Women  of 
Color  for  Reproductive  Freedom,  said 
Jiminez’s  life  was  “lost  to  a  society  ... 
that  would  deny  even  the  right  to 
control  our  bodies’  and  called  for  a 
government  that  “sees  health  beyond 
the  commodity  it  has  become." 

— Dawn  Schmitz 


Mass,  abortion 
proposal  questioned 

Despite  hype  over  Gov.  Weld’s  “pro-choice  package,”  activists 
claim  his  measures  are  too  moderate,  and  not  his  own 


By  Patricia  Klnsalla 

BOSTON — Amidst  increasing  media 
coverage  of  the  controversy  over  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration’s  (FDA)  ban  on  the 
French  “abortion  pill”  RU-486,  additional 
debate  has  centered  around  the  inability  of 
poor  women  to  access  high-tech  abortions 
like  RU  486,  which  require  more  than  one 
trip  to  a  clinic,  let  alone  access  to  even 
standard  abortion,  given  federal  cuts  to 
Medicaid  support. 

Further  controversy  surrounds  attempts  by 
judges  and  politicians  to  coerce  women  of 
color  and  poor  women  into  using  high-tech 
contraceptives,  such  as  Norplant,  a  surgical 
implant.  Thus,  women  become  either  guinea 
pigs  or  victims  of  population  control,  adding 
to  a  history  of  forced  sterilization  of  third 
world  women  in  this  country. 

Mirroring  the  kind  of  debate  that  is 
beginning  across  the  country,  over  100 
women  from  New  England  met  Oct.  5  in 
Boston  for  a  conference  on  the  “Politics  of 
RU-486,  Norplant,  and  Depo-Provera: 
Expanding  Women’s  Choices  or  Increasing 
Social  Control?”  sponsored  by  Women  of 
Color  for  Reproductive  Freedom  and  the 
Boston  Reproductive  Rights  Network.  The 
conference  began  with  an  overview  of  recent 
developments  in  birth  control  technology.  It 
quickly  developed  into  an  examination  of  the 
current  political  climate  for  reproductive 
rights  that  different  economic  classes  of 
women  have  in  the  country,  and  plans  for 
underground  woman-run,  abortion  practices. 

While  high-tech  approaches  to  birth 
control  may  have  certain  advantages  to 
women  with  economic  privileges,  their 
development  has  come  at  the  expense  of 
women  of  color  in  many  countries  around  the 
world,  panelists  at  the  conference  detailed. 
Poor  women  and  women  of  color,  they 
asserted,  have  always  been  used  in  birth 
control  experiments,  often  without  their 
knowledge  and  with  severe,  negative 
consequences. 

Anthropologist  Ana  Ortiz  questioned  the 
goals  of  birth  control  technology  as  she 
discussed  their  history  in  developing  nations. 
In  Puerto  Rico,  Ortiz  said,  which  has  “the 
most  birth-controlled  and  sterilized 
population  in  the  world,”  the  sterilization  rate 
is  33  percent  among  women  of  child-bearing 
age.  With  a  production  plant  for  almost  every 
major  international  pharmaceutical  company 
located  on  the  island,  women  in  Puerto  Rico 
are  also  used  as  workers  in  the  production  of 
the  very  drugs  that  have  posed  major  health 
threats  to  them  in  the  so-called  “clinical 
trials." 

High-tech  birth  control  methods  are 
dangerous  for  disabled  and  Native  American 
women  as  well.  Native  American  women’s 
health  activist  Marlene  Iron  Shell  and  Jean 
Wassell,  co-founder  of  the  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front,  detailed  the  history  of 
forced  sterilization  of  women  in  their 
communities.  They  spoke  of  the  skepticism 
and  fear  they  felt  when  approaching  new 
high-tech  birth  control  methods. 

“The  government  tried  to  annihilate  us  by 
planned  sterilization”  on  the  reservations. 
Iron  Shell  said.  The  U.S.  government  had  a 
plan  for  destroying  Native  American  culture 
by  forcing  children  off  the  reservations  and 
into  Christian  boarding  schools  where  “we 
could  not  partake  of  our  customs,  our 
culture,”  she  explained.  Because  of  the 
miseducation  and  cultural  brainwashing, 
“you  begin  to  be  a  non-person.. .so  when  the 
great  white  fathers  come  and  say  you’re 
going  to  be  sterilized,  you  just  go  along  with 
it.” 

Wassell  agreed.  “Disabled  women  have 
reason  to  fear  these  new  techniques  as 
possible  sterilization  techniques"  she  said. 

A  more  recent  abuse  has  been  occurring  in 
this  country  with  Norplant,  a  group  of  six 
matchstick-sized,  progestin-emitting  capsules 
that  are  inserted  under  the  skin  of  the  upper 
arm  and  remain  there  for  up  to  five  years, 
according  to  Judy  Norsigian  of  the  Boston 
Women’s  Health  Book  Collective,  which 
authored  Our  Bodies  Ourselves.  Norplant’s 
approval  by  the  FDA  in  December  1990  was 
quickly  followed  by  actions  to  force  poor 
women  to  use  it:  A  judge  in  California 
ordered  one  woman  to  have  Norplant 
implanted  in  ha-  arm  for  three  years  as  part 
of  her  sentencing  after  she  was  convicted  of 
child  abuse;  the  Kansas  state  legislature 
considered  legislation  that  would  pay  $500  to 
any  woman  on  welfare  who  agreed  to  have 
the  device  implanted,  with  a  $50  bonus  for 
each  year  she  left  it  in;  and  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  ran  an  editorial  (which  it  later 
rescinded)  suggesting  that  Norplant  be 
considered  as  “a  tool  in  the  fight  against 


black  poverty.” 

In  fact,  such  forced  uses  of  high-tech  birth 
control  are  usually  the  only  contact  poor 
women  will  have  with  high-tech  methods, 
argued  Barbara  Neely  of  Women  of  Color  for 
Reproductive  Freedom.  Birth  control 
technologies  that  are  developed  at  poor 
women’s  expense  will  not  in  the  end  benefit 
poor  women,  she  said.  These  reproductive 
technologies  are  “off  the  scale,”  Neely 
explained,  “for  the  majority  of  women  in  this 
country,  if  we  assume  that  the  majority  of 
women  in  this  country  are  poor,  women  of 
color,  disabled  women,  HIV-positive  women, 
women  who  are  substance  abusers,  women 
who  are  not  hooked  into  a  certain  sort  of 
women’s  community."  Emphasizing  the 
same  links  that  Ortiz  described  earlier 
between  poor  women  and  pharmaceutical 
production,  Neely  went  on  to  conclude  that 
“Our  whole  technological  base  comes  out  of 
somebody's  oppression.” 

For  these  reasons,  RU486,  although  it  has 
received  considerable  attention  as  the  future 
of  the  pro-choice  movement  (with  women 
like  Eleanor  Smeal,  former  head  of  NOW 
and  current  director  of  the  Feminist  Majority 
Foundation,  calling  for  its  immediate 
approval)  has  been  questioned  as  a  viable 
abortion  method.  Smeal’s  group  is 
“determined  to  break  the  unconscionable  log 
jam  keeping  the  French  pill  RU  486  out  of 
the  United  States,”  she  said.  “The  first 
program  of  the  Feminist  Empowerment 
Center  will  be  to  make  RU  486  or  another 
anti-progestin  available  to  American 
women.”  Smeal’s  organization  plans  to 
establish  a  consortium  of  small 
pharmaceutical  companies  to  intensify  the 
pressure  for  licensure  of  RU  486  or  to 
distribute  an  equivalent  of  RU  486.  But  for 
some  women,  high-tech  birth  controls  are 
irrelevant. 

Janet  Mitchell,  chief  of  perinatology  at 
Harlem  Hospital,  sees  little  possibility  for 
success  of  RU  486  because  the  medical 
establishment  hasn’t  taken  into  account  the 
needs  and  attitudes  of  women  when 
developing  the  new  drugs,  such  as  the 
women  with  whom  Mitchell  works:  women 
who  have  low  socio-economic  status,  who 
receive  all  their  medical  services  through  the 
government,  and  who  are  women  of  color. 
Because  RU  486  requires  multiple  clinic 
visits  after  a  woman  takes  the  pill,  Mitchell 
said  she,  “[doesn’t]  know  any  physician  at 
any  city  hospital  who  would  take  the  chance 
of  having  a  patient  abort  in  substandard 
housing.” 

Mitchell  detailed  the  difficulty  she  faced  in 
trying  to  obtain  data  on  poor  women  of  color 
with  chemical  dependency.  Without  clear 
investigation  into  what  these  women  want, 
what  kind  of  birth  control  they  need  and 
would  use,  the  development  and  introduction 
of  new  birth  controls  will  fail.  Mitchell 
asserted  that  real  talk  needs  to  happen  around 
issues  of  control  and  violence  in 
relationships.  For  women  who  have  less 
power  than  the  men  in  their  relationship, 
birth  control  will  succeed  only  when  the 
woman  can  remove  it  from  the  man’s  sphere 
of  influence.  “What  we  need,”  Mitchell  said, 
“is  a  contraceptive  that  he  [a  woman’s 
partner]  does  not  know  anything  about  and 
that  she  does  not  have  to  factor  into  her  daily 
way  of  living”  when  dealing  with  higher 
priority  issues  such  as  housing,  food,  DSS, 
etc. 

Wassel  of  the  Disabled  People’s  Liberation 
Front  added  that  drugs  like  RU-486  “come 
close  to  being  non-issues  for  disabled 
women,”  as  well,  because  of  a  long  history  of 
forced  sterililization  and  family  planning, 
and  because  abortion  can  be  a  “touchy  issue” 
given  abortions  of  potentially  disabled 
fetuses.  In  addition,  although  many  disabled 
women  are  reclaiming  sexuality  as  part  of  the 
disabled  liberation  movement,  some  disabled 
women  had  been  denied  their  sexuality  in  an 
effort  to  be  “kept  ignorant  and  pure.” 

Because  economics  make  abortion  illegal 
today  for  most  women  of  color  and  because 
the  current  attacks  on  abortion  rights 
inevitably  brings  into  question  the  dangerous 
choices  all  women  will  be  forced  to  make  if 
abortion  is  again  outlawed  in  the  United 
States,  women  are  also  planning  various 
tactics  for  underground,  women-run 
abortions.  “The  situation  that  we’re  planning 
for,”  facilitator  Donna  Bivens  reminded 
women,  “exists  now."  The  belief  that  all 
women  have  the  abortion  and  contraceptive 
choices  that  middle-class  European- 
American  women  have,  Bivens  said,  results 
in  an  emphasis  on  the  “what  if”  scenario, 
leaving  unaddressed  the  current  lack  of 
Continued  on  page  6 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BOSTON — As  the  federal  government’s 
continued  attack  on  women’s  reproductive 
freedom  causes  the  pro-choice  movement  to 
increasingly  push  for  protections  at  the  state 
level,  Massachusetts  Gov.  William  Weld  has 
unleashed  a  comprehensive  pro-choice 
package  in  the  legislature  that  has  received  a 
great  deal  of  media  attention.  But  while 
Weld’s  proposals  met  with  general  approval 
from  abortion  rights  organizations,  many 
pro-choice  activists  called  the  reforms  too 
moderate  and  pointed  out  that  Weld’s 
measures  have  been  proposed  previously  in 
the  legislature. 

Some  activists  have  vowed  that  while 
working  with  Weld  to  liberalize  state 
abortion  laws,  they  will  not  compromise  their 
stands  against  his  fiscally  conservative 
administration,  which,  they  say,  is  causing 
widespread  suffering  in  the  state. 

Weld’s  package,  announced  late  last 
month,  has  prompted  denunciations  from  the 
state’s  Catholic  hierarchy  and  angered 
already-mobilized  opponents  of  legal 
abortion.  Bernard  Law,  cardina  of  the  Boston 
Archdiocese,  issued  a  statement  calling  on 
Catholic  elected  officials  to  prohibit  abortion 
and  led  a  march  that  organizers  estimated  at 
25,000  in  Boston  Oct.  6,  one  of  the  strongest 
anti-choice  showings  in  Boston. 

Weld’s  pro-choice  package  would  rescind 
the  state’s  antiquated  anti-abortion  laws, 
dating  back  to  1845,  which  became 
unenforceable  in  1973  with  the  Supreme 
Court’s  decision  in  Roe  v.  Wade.  Also 
included  are  measures  to  encode  Medicaid 
funding  for  abortions,  allow  state  workers' 
health  insurance  to  be  used  for  abortions,  and 
eliminate  the  statute  declaring  October  as 
“Pro  Life  Month.”  In  addition.  Weld  seeks  to 
amend  the  state  parental  consent  law  to  lower 
the  age  of  consent  to  16  and  require  only  one 
parent’s  approval  for  those  under  16  who 
wish  to  have  abortions. 

Some  called  Weld’s  parental  consent 
initiatives  inadequate,  saying  that  such  laws 
should  be  completely  repealed.  “While  we 
are  pleased  to  see  he’s  liberalizing  that  law, 
he  doesn’t  go  far  enough,”  said  Kathryn 
Kolbert,  state  coordinator  for  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union's  (ACLU) 
Reproductive  Freedom  Project.  She  noted 
that  current  parental  consent  laws  in 
Massachusetts  are  among  the  most  restrictive 
in  the  country  because  they  require  the 
consent  of  both  parents. 

Kolbert  stated  further  that  other  aspects  of 
Weld’s  package,  should  they  pass,  wouldn’t 
represent  a  marked  change  in  current 
practice.  Medicaid  funding,  she  said,  is 
mandated  by  a  court  order,  and  therefore 
Weld  is  only  seeking  to  bring  the  law  into 
line  with  existing  practice.  And  the 
importance  of  repealing  antiquated  abortion 
laws  is  overstated,  according  to  Kolbert, 
since  lawsuits  brought  by  the  ACLU  and 
others  would  prevent  their  implementation 
even  in  the  event  Roe  v.  Wade  is  overturned 
by  die  Supreme  Court. 

Despite  the  amount  of  publicity  generated 
when  Weld  announced  he  would  file  the 
legislation,  similar  measures  have  been 
proposed  over  the  past  few  years.  According 
to  pro-choice  leader  in  the  State  House,  Rep. 
David  Cohen  (D-Newton),  each  part  of 
Weld’s  package — with  the  exception  of 
rescinding  October  as  Pro  Life  Month — has 
been  introduced  previously  in  the  legislature 
either  by  Cohen  himself  or  Rep.  Susan  Schur 
(D-Newton),  and  the  House  has  already 
passed  a  measure  rescinding  the  antiquated 
abortion  laws.  “I  hope  the  governor’s 
decision  to  file  [these  pro-choice  measures] 
indicates  that  he  is  ready  to  make  them 
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priorities  of  his,”  Cohen  said. 

Many  pro-choice  activists  also  criticized 
Weld’s  fiscal  conservatism.  In  addition  to 
cutting  general  relief,  Weld  has  made 
unprecedented  budget  cuts  affecting  low- 
income  people.  Among  the  areas  hit  are:  a 
clothing  allowance  for  children  on  AFDC, 
emergency  housing  assistance,  rent  subsidies, 
Medicaid  funds  and  programs  to  aid  victims 
of  crime — many  of  whom  are  battered 
women. 

Weld’s  package,  together  with  his  fiscal 
policies,  represents  a  practice  of  “playing 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Underground  abortions  can  be 
performed  via  menstrual  extraction 


RU486  101 

Ru486,  the  "36011100  pill,"  has  been 
the  focus  of  intense  anti-choice 
lobbying  and  feminist  activism.  In 
France,  the  government  ordered  the 
manufacturer,  Roussel  Uclaf,  to  supply 
the  pill,  after  the  company  had  bowed 
to  pressure  from  anti-abortion  groups 
threatening  boycotts  of  Roussel  Uclaff 
and  its  German  parent  company, 
Hoechst.  A  G  In  the  United  States,  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration 
acquiesced  to  pressure  from  anti 
abortion  groups  and  banned 
importation  of  RU486  in  1989. 

Consideration  of  the  relative 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
drug  has  been  overshadowed  by 
debate,  as  activists  note.  An  anti- 
progestin  (or  a  block  to  the  hormone 
progesterone).  RU486  breaks  down 
the  lining  of  the  uterus. 

Treatment  entails  four  visits  to  a 
health  clinic  First,  for  a  medical  exam 
and  pregnancy  test:  then  for  an  oral 
dose  of  RU486:  two  days  later,  for  an 
injection  or  vaginal  suppository  dose  of 
prostaglandin,  which  induces  uterine 
contractions,  and  requires  several 
hours  at  the  clinic,  a  final  clinic  visit  a 
week  later  ensures  that  no  material 
that  could  cause  infection  remains  in 
1  he  uterus 

Taken  alone.  RU486  causes 
complete  evacuation  of  the  uterus  80 
percent  of  the  time  With  prostaglandin 
administered  the  procedure  is  96 
percent  successful  through  the  first 
nine  weeks  of  pregnancy,  according  to 
a  report  by  the  Fund  tor  a  Feminist 
Majority 

While  surgical  abortion  cannot  be 
performed  before  the  seventh  week  of 
pregnancy  RU486  enables  immediate 
abortion  Questions  about  RU486 
include  its  long  term  effects  on  the 
immune  system  and  the  viability  of  an 
abortion  method  that  requires  multiple 
visits  to  a  clinic  Patricia  Kinsella 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

Promotions  Coordinator 

Devise  strategies  to  increase  sales  of  GCN  through  subscriptions,  newsstands,  and  bookstores. 
Coordinate  direct  mail  campaigns,  design  and  send  renewal  notices,  exchange  advertising, 
VISA-  MasterCard  sales  and  other  promotions. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertising,  marketing  and  finances  desirable.  Copy  writing 
ability  and  graphics/design  skills.  Familiarity  with  computers. 


Business  Manager 

Responsible  for  financial  management  using  computerized  accounting  system,  for  accounts 
payable  and  receivable,  staff  payroll  and  generating  regular  financial  reports.  Perform  general 
office  management  tasks.  Develop  and  maintain  bookstore  sales  and  bookstore  accounts. 
Negotiate  and  maintain  longterm  exchange  advertisement  contracts.  Act  as  one  of  two  staff 
liaisons  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  This  position  will  work  closely  with  the  development 
coordinator  on  long-range  financial  planning  and  developing  annual  budgets. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative  and  financial  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with  non¬ 
profit  management  or  bookkeeping  preferred.  Strong  interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 


Development  Coordinator 

Responsible  for  fundraising  including  grant  writing  and  events  planning.  Act  as  liaison  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  Sustaiher  Committee.  With  promotions  coordinator,  develop  and 
implement  direct  mail  fundraising  campaigns.  Work  with  business  manager  on  long  term 
financial  planning.  Responsible  for  preparing  and  presenting  annual  report.  Position  also 
includes  public  relations  work,  community  outreach  and  coordinating  volunteer  and  intern 
programs. 

Qualifications:  Fundraising  and  grant  writing  experience.  Strong  writing,  organizational  and 
public  relations  skills 


GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $230/week  and  include  health/life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  dental  allowance,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee.  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston. 
MA  02116. 


Coming  out  of  the 
ostomy  ‘closet’ 

Dear  GCN: 

Regarding  Michael  Bronski’s  review  of 
Hearing  Voices  (GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  11),  a 
person  has  an  ileostomy  when  there  is  some 
sort  of  inflammatory  bowel  disease  present 
(or  some  other  disease  or  accident  that 
affects  the  bowel.)  A  portion  of  the  ileum 
(small  bowel)  is  re  sected  so  that  the  end  is 
brought  outside  of  the  body  at  the  abdomen. 
At  which  point  the  person  wears  an 
ileostomy  bag  or  pouch.  A  colostomy  is 
where,  for  similar  reasons,  the  same  thing  is 
done  to  the  colon  (large  bowel),  and  then  a 
colostomy  bag  is  worn.  Saying  that  someone 
has  an  ileostomy  and  therefore  has  to  wear  a 
colostomy  bag»  >,-1ike  saying  someone  broke 
her  aim  and  has  to  wear  a  leg  brace. 

I  do  not  point  this  out  with  any  resentment 
or  ill-will.  In  fact,  I  took  this  as  an 
opportunity  to  further  dialogue  about  this 
heretofore  “unspeakable”  disability.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  Hearing  Voices  helps  to 
open  the  door  of  the  ostomy  "closet.” 

Knowing  of  where  I  speak, 
Amy  Tillem 
Roslindale,  Mass. 

If  my  sisters  aren’t 
welcome,  neither 
am  I 

Dear  GCN: 

I  grew  up  in  a  small  town  full  of  small- 
minded  people.  They  could  take  one  look  at 
the  infant  son  of  the  town  rapist  and  know 
that  he  was  fated  to  grow  up  to  terrorize  and 
abuse  women.  Without  even  a  glance  they 
could  assure  you  that  some  girl  from  a  poor 
family  would  grow  up  to  be  a  loose  woman 
who  deserved  to  be  beaten  and  raped.  They 
never  let  logic  or  knowledge  interfere  with 
the  formation  of  their  opinions,  and  their 
deeply  held  beliefs  took  shape  in  the  wink  of 
an  eye.  1  learned  from  them  how  easy  it  is  to 
see  everything  in  black  and  white,  to  judge 
hard  and  fast,  to  settle  back  comfortably  on 
your  haunches,  secure  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  truth  is  your  personal  possession. 

As  painful  as  coming  out  was,  I  thought  I 
left  small-town  thinking  behind  when  I 
joined  Lesbian  Nation.  Having  had  more 
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than  my  share  of  being  judged,  I  was 
relieved  to  finally  find  a  place  where  I  might 
be  accepted  for  who  I  really  was  and  what  I 
could  really  offer. 

Not  so.  Somehow,  by  some  cruel  alchemy, 
those  hateful  ignoramuses  have  been 
transmuted  into  lesbians.  Everywhere  I  turn  I 
see  them  lined  up,  wagging  their  forefingers, 
issuing  ultimatums.  They  climb  into  my 
relationships,  my  writing,  my  dreams.  They 
try  to  turn  my  sexual  preference  and  my  very 
sex  into  a  club,  a  clique  that  only  the  select 
can  aspire  to.  Not  content  with  climbing  into 
my  pants  to  pass  judgment,  they  have 
decided  to  delve  into  my  very  genes. 

As  I  understand  it,  at  this  year’s  Michigan 
Womyn’s  Music  Festival  a  person  was 
ejected  because  other  people  decided  that 
this  person  was  not  woman  enough  to  be 
there.  I  am  told  that  now  the  admonition 
“womyn  bom  womyn  only”  may  be  added  to 
festival  literature  to  protect  our  sacred  space 
from  transsexual  contamination.  Now  tell 
me,  what  about  women  who  are  bom  with 
only  one  X  chromosome  instead  of  two 
(Turner’s  Syndrome)?  What  about  genetic 
females  who  are  androgenized  in  the  womb? 
What  about  genetic  males  raised  as  females? 
What  about  genetic  females  raised  as  males? 
What  about  persons  bom  with  the  gonads 
and/or  sexual  equipment  of  both  sexes? 
What  about  genetic  females  with  hormone 
imbalances?  What  about  women  who  shave 
their  faces?  What  about  chauvinistic 
women?  What  about  stone  dykes?  What 
about  genetic  females  who  always  wanted  to 
be  male?  And  if  female  gonads  are  so 
damned  important,  what  about  women  bom 
without  ovaries  or  without  a  womb,  or  those 
who  have  had  hysterectomies?  Will  the 
gender  police  work  out  a  detailed  protocol  so 
that  each  of  us  can  figure  out  whether  or  not 
she  is  welcome?  Will  urine  samples  be  part 
of  the  registration  process?  Will  tattoos,  dog 
tags,  or  a  secret  handshake  be  required? 

As  for  me.  I’ve  had  enough.  Here’s  one 
dyed  in  the  genes,  anatomically  correct 
female  who  says,  “If  my  sisters  aren’t 
welcome,  neither  am  I.”  And  when  I  say 
sisters,  I  most  emphatically  and 
enthusiastically  include  my  transsexual 
sisters.  When  you  tell  any  of  us  to  stay 
home,  damnit,  you  reject  every  one  of  us. 
While  it’s  a  shame  that  you  don’t  know  as 
much  as  you  think  you  do  about  all  the  ways 
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a  woman  can  be  bom,  it’s  even  sadder  to 
realize  that  you  wouldn’t  know  sisterhood  if 
you  fell  over  it 

Sincerely  yours, 
Candace  L.  Van  Auken 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

On  choosing  Flynn 

Dear  GCN: 

A  “news  analysis”  piece  allows  for 
journalistic  license,  and  the  piece  appearing 
September  22,  1991,  entitled  ‘“Political 
expediency’  in  Boston”  certainly  takes  its 
full  measure.  Perhaps  the  label  accounts  for 
the  broadside  character  of  the  piece,  the 
unconcern  with  detailing  the  alleged 
“political  expediency”  the  headline 
promises,  but  the  article  does  not  deliver,  and 
the  truncation  of  my  own  statements  on 
Mayor  Flynn  and  choice  into 
meaninglessness.  However,  even  a  news 
analysis  piece  carries  the  obligation  to  get 
the  facts  right.  The  piece  in  question 
contained  some  salient  inaccuracies  which 
seriously  misrepresent  the  Greater  Boston 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance  and  its 
history. 

It  is  suggested  that  “African  American 
Mel  King  was  rejected  by  gay  groups  in  his 
mayoral  and  congressional  bids  in  the  early 
1980s.”  In  fact,  the  Alliance  endorsed  Mel 
King  in  the  final  round  of  the  Mayoral 
election  in  1983,  and  endorsed  him  for  the 
whole  race  for  Congress  in  1986 — the  last 
time  he  ran.  And  regardless  of  whether 
‘“Jesse  Jackson  was  not  considered 
electable’”  in  the  1988  primaries,  the 
Alliance  endorsed  him  too. 

I  most  strongly  take  issue  with  the 
particular  charge  that  the  Alliance  “‘has  gone 
back  on  [their]  promise  [in  1989  to  endorse 
only  pro-choice  candidates].”’  [Editor’s 
note:  this  is  excerpted  from  a  quote  by  Ellen 
Zucker.]  In  fact,  the  Alliance  wrestled 
intensely  with  the  issue  of  the  Mayor’s  stand 
on  abortion  rights  during  the  endorsement 
debate — which  the  author  would  have 
known  had  she  attended  the  meetings.  His 
occasionally  stated  personal  views  on 
abortion,  and  the  slowness  of  Boston  police 
officers  in  clearing  away  Operation  Rescue 
blockades  at  a  recent  assault  on  a  clinic, 
were  raised  in  the  endorsements  debate.  It 
was  also  noted  that  Flynn  allows  abortions  to 
be  performed  at  City  Hospital,  despite  the 
lack  of  an  on-point  constitutional  precedent 
from  the  SJC,  and  his  unquestioned  authority 
to  limit  the  medical  services  available. 
Judged  by  his  longstanding  practice  of 
allowing  abortions  to  take  place,  Flynn  can 
be  considered,  de  facto  and  in  practice,  pro- 
choice.  Many  reached  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  more  productive  to  begin 
aggressively  lobbying  the  police  on  clinic 
protection.  Indeed,  under  Flynn  the  police 
command  has  shown  a  responsiveness  to 
community  pressure,  as  with  intensified 
effort  against  anti-gay  and  lesbian  violence. 

The  Alliance  did  in  fact  adopt  a  policy  in 
1989,  for  that  endorsements  round,  to  bar 
anti-choice  candidates  from  even  being 
considered  for  endorsement.  Anti-abortion 
candidates  as  a  rule  have  never  been  viable 
contenders  before  the  Alliance  membership 
or  the  local  lesbian/gay  electorate.  Allston- 
Brighton  Councillor  Brian  McLaughlin  was 
disqualified  because  he  would  not  pledge  to 
oppose  an  ordinance  stopping  abortions  at 
City  Hospital  if  Rove  v.  Wade  was 
overturned.  Dorchester  Senator  Paul  White 
was  not  even  placed  in  nomination  for 
endorsement  in  1988  and  1990  despite  his 
support  for  the  lesbian/gay  rights  law, 
because  of  his  activist  anti-choice  views  and 
voting  record. 

Ray  Flynn  is  not  at  all  the  same  as 
McLauglin  or  White,  because  even  his  critics 
must  concede  he  has  not  made  any  public 
policy  decisions  against  abortion.  His  legal 
authority  as  Mayor  extends  to  one  hospital 
only,  and  abortions  have  been  performed 
there  for  years,  free  of  charge.  Flynn’s  public 
statements  of  his  personal  views,  like 
Governor  Mario  Cuomo’s  should  not 
obscure  a  long  record  of  actions  as  a  public 
official,  consistent  with  a  pro-choice 
position.  However,  were  the  race  one  for 
Governor,  with  the  power  to  make  judicial 
appointments  at  stake,  it  is  by  no  means  clear 
that  the  Alliance  would  make  a  similar 
endorsement. 

Finally,  altogether  ignored  in  the  piece  is 
the  democratic,  grassroots  character  of  the 
Alliance  endorsements  process.  In  contrast  to 
the  endorsement  procedures  of  either  Boston 
NOW  or  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian/Gay  Civil 
Rights,  our  endorsements  are  made  by  our 
membership,  not  the  Board.  The  only  role 
the  leadership  of  the  group  plays  is  ensuring 
a  level  playing  field  for  all  factions  and 
points  of  view — the  grassroots  decide  who 
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gets  support.  The  Alliance  endorsement 
speaks  for  that  critical  mass  of  activists  who 
participate  in  a  wide-open,  evolving 
process — the  one  lesbian/gay  endorsement 
all  sides  consistently  contest.  The  group  is 
simply  the  forum,  the  neutral  space  in  which 
larger  issues  of  politics  are  thrashed  out  by 
those  interested  lesbian  and  gays  at  the  given 
time. 

The  Alliance  endorsed  Ray  Flynn  because 
it  is  possible  to  work  constructively  and 
productively  with  this  administration  on  key 
issues  like  police  administration,  domestic 
partnership,  AIDS  policy,  and  countering 
anti-gay  and  lesbian  violence.  In  sharp 
contrast  to  John  Silber,  Flynn  is  a  public 
official  we  can  reach,  move,  persuade  and 
challenge.  Even  granting  some  of  the 
criticisms,  Flynn  remains  one  of  the  most 
progressive  mayors  on  lesbian/gay  rights  in 
the  country,  and  certainly  ever  in  Boston’s 
history.  He  deserves  another  term,  so  we  can 
get  on  with  the  pressing  lesbian/gay  rights 
work  yet  to  be  finished  in  Boston. 

Sincerely, 
Don  Gorton 
Alliance  Chair 
Boston,  Mass. 

Appalled  at 
oppression 

Dear  GCN: 

I’ve  recently  read  one  of  your  newsweekly 
and  I  love  it! 

I  am  utterly  amazed  at  the  cruelty  and 
insensitivity  that  has  made  people  of  society 
blind  to  injustice  and  prejudice.  I  strongly 
feel  that  a  person  should  treat  those  as  they 
would  want  to  be  treated.  I  support  any  cause 
that  fights  for  equality  and  justice. 

I  was  appalled  to  read  how  people  treat  the 
gay  community.  The  most  horrible  thing  of 
all  is  that  the  law  that  is  supposed  to  protect 
everyone  stands  idly  by  and  lets  it  happen. 

Judgment  is  not  for  man  but  for  God.  He 
knows  how  to  judge  and  has  no  fault.  How 
can  a  man  judge  another  unless  he  checks 
out  his  own  closet? 

I  just  felt  that  I  had  to  make  my  statement 
to  you.  I  know  my  opinion  is  my  own  and 
everyone  has  one.  Being  in  a  straight  world  I 
never  fully  realize  the  extent  of  cruelty  to  the 
gay  community.  I  deal  in  a  straight 
environment  mostly. 

I  am  a  26  year  old,  Black,  practicing 
bisexual  female.  I  am  in  prison  here  in  Pee- 
Wee  Valley,  Ky.  Though  I  cannot  afford  your 
weekly  I  do  appreciate  the  fight  and 
determination  that  so  many  gays  have  and 
am  very  interested  in  keeping  up  with  the 
latest  developments. 

Thank  you  very  much, 
Brenda  Bailey 
Pee- Wee  Valley,  Ky. 

Who  is  being 
exclusive? 

[GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter,  which 
was  addressed  to  the  National  Writers 
Union,  Boston  Local,  in  Cambridge .] 

To  the  Editor. 

As  a  lesbian  member  of  the  National 
Writers  Union,  I  was  extremely  perturbed  by 
the  membership’s  written  response  to 
Edmund  White,  a  gay  writer  who  spoke  at 
Boston’s  biennial  “Writing  for  Love  and 
Money"  conference.  According  to  both  the 
local  and  national  Writer’s  Union 
newsletters,  NWU  membership  was  pleased 
with  his  talk  for  he  spoke  about  being  a  gay 
writer  “but  in  an  inclusive  way.”  When  I  first 
read  this  statement,  in  Rough  Draft ,  Boston’s 
local  newsletter,  it  irked  me  but  I  let  it  slide 
for  I  don’t  expect  a  lot  of  political 
sophistication  from  a  predominantly  straight, 
albeit  liberal,  organization.  But  when  it 
reappeared  in  the  American  Writer,  the 
NWU  national  newsletter,  I  decided  that,  if  I 
were  to  continue  as  an  active  member  of  yet 
another  predominantly  straight  organization  I 
would  have  to  say  something.  Otherwise,  per 
usual,  I  would  slowly  slip  away. 

What  the  hell  do  people  mean  by 
“prais(ing)”  a  gay  writer  for  talking  about  his 
gayness  in  an  inclusive  way?  What  Edmund 
White  said  was  fine,  although  I  don’t 
remember  his  main  points  addressing 
inclusiveness.  But  one  can  only  assume  from 
the  NWU  membership  feedback  that  if  he  or 
any  other  gay  or  lesbian  writer  doesn’t  say 
the  “right  things"  within  the  NWU,  then  we 
will  be  accused  of  being  divisive,  i.e.  “bad 
homosexuals.”  (Which,  by  the  by,  Toni  Cade 
Bambara,  a  Black  woman  author  whose  talk 
at  the  conference  was  wonderfully  militant 
and  anti-racist,  was  felt  by  some  to  be 
exactly  that — divisive.)  Are  people  saying 


- S peaking  Out 

Celebrate  500  years  of  racism 
and  imperialism?  No,  grazie. 


By  Tomml  Avicolll  Mecca 

Imagine  going  to  a  spectacular  year-long 
party  to  celebrate  racism,  imperialism  and 
homophobia. 

That’s  exactly  what  the  U.S.  is  asking  us  to 
do  starting  this  October  12  when  the  country 
marks  the  500th  anniversary  of  the  so-called 
discovery  of  America  by  Crist6bal  Col6n, 
otherwise  known  as  Christopher  Columbus. 

I  say  so-called  discovery  because,  as  we  all 
know — or  should  know — Columbus  was  not 
the  first  person  to  step  foot  on  this  continent 
Not  only  did  another  group  of  Europeans 
(Leif  Erickson  and  his  merry  band)  arrive 
first,  but  centuries  before  Leif  went  fishing 
off  the  coast  of  New  England,  immigrants 
(the  Native  Americans  and  other  indigenous 
peoples  of  the  North  and  South  American 
continents)  from  across  the  Bering  Strait 
populated  the  area  from  Canada  down  to 
South  America.  Some  incredibly  complex 
civilizations  were  in  place  by  the  time 
Columbus  stumbled  onto  the  shores  of 
Fernandez  Bay  in  the  Bahamas,  convinced  he 
found  a  new  route  to  India  (hence  the  name 
“Indians”  for  its  inhabitants). 

Not  too  swift,  that  Columbus  fellow. 

So  let’s  dispense  with  the  lie  and  celebrate 
the  Native  American  discovery  of  America. 
Of  course,  then  we’d  have  to  acknowledge 
the  contributions  of  a  group  most  Americans 
would  rather  forget  altogether. 

Unlikely  the  U.S.  will  do  that 

The  Quincentennial  brings  to  mind  another 
recent  fiasco:  the  Bicentennial.  In  1976 
America  spent  countless  millions  touting  its 
tradition  of  liberty  and  justice.  What  the 
grand  hoopla  ignored  was  voting  restrictions 
(only  white  men  could  vote  when  the  country 
was  established),  slavery,  sweat  shops,  Jim 
Crow,  segregation,  World  War  II  quarantine 
camps  for  the  Japanese,  police  and  FBI 
surveillance  of  “subversive”  groups,  th 
McCarthy  anti- Communist  witchhunts,  Kent 
State,  Watergate  and  Vietnam,  among  other 
things. 


that  I,  as  a  lesbian  writer,  talk  too  much 
about  lesbianism  (or  types  of  lesbianism  that 
makes  heterosexuals  uncomfortable),  or  if  I 
choose  to  talk  about  the  homophobia  that 
runs  rampant  in  the  world  of  writing,  that  I 
would  therefore  be  too  loud,  too  rude  and 
therefore  exclusionary? 

Excuse  me,  but  who  is  being  exclusive 
here?  Gay  and  lesbian  writers  aren’t  the  ones 
who  have  a  problem  with  exclusivity.  The 
mainstream  are  the  ones  who  exclude  us.  It 
is  the  heterosexual  community — and  it’s  the 
writers — who  need  to  start  figuring  out  how 
they,  not  us  gay  and  lesbian  writers,  are 
being  exclusive.  Then  you  need  to  start  being 
more  inclusive.  For  you,  subtly  and  not  so 
subtly,  exclude  us.  The  NWU  membership  in 
Boston  seems  to  have  gotten  this  fact  ass 
backwards.  The  offensive  feedback  (which 
reflects  a  narrow  minded  albeit  liberal 
bigotry)  that  a  gay  writer  should  be  critiqued 
for  whether  or  not  he  speaks  about  himself  or 
his  writing  in  an  inclusive  way  is  a  perfect 
example  of  how  we,  as  a  sexual  minority, 
and  our  topics,  are  not  welcomed  in  a 
predominantly  straight  organization.  What 
would  the  NWU  membership’s  response 
have  been  if  a  writer  such  as  Michelangelo 
Signorille,  ex -editor  of  Outweek  and  queen 
of  outing,  spoke  at  the  conference?  or  Dennis 
Cooper,  whose  highly  controversial  works 
are  stirring  up  a  hurricane  of  controversy? 
Would  these  two  writers  (other  gay  and 
lesbian  writers)  who  might  focus  on 
homophobia  or  controversial  themes  be 
considered  exclusive  and  divisive?  Would 
they  therefore  not  be  invited  back? 

The  National  Writers  Union,  an 
organization  barely  known  in  most  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,  and  its 
membership  are  not  in  a  position  to  start 
deciding  who  is  an  inclusive  gay  or  lesbian 
writer  and  who  is  exclusive  (i.e.  makes  them 
uncomfortable).  Whose  standards  are  we  as 
minorities  in  the  NWU  supposed  to  be  living 
up  to  anyway?  Whose  setting  the  mores 
around  here? 

My  only  reason  for  writing  this  letter  is  so 
that  I  can  continue  to  be  marginally  involved 
in  an  organization  which,  although  it  does 
touch  on  some  of  my  concerns  as  a  writer, 
does  not  reflect  my  community,  its  priorities, 
or  its  history  of  struggle.  I  am  a  writer  whose 
work  is  considered  provocative,  not  because 
I  choose  provocation  (although  sometimes  I 
do,  as  I  see  provocation  as  an  art  form)  but 


The  Quincentennial  celebration  will  no 
doubt  be  just  like  the  Bicentennial:  crass, 
loud  and  substanceless.  Hordes  of  tourists 
will  invade  the  big  cities,  taking  photos  of 
everything  from  the  cracked  Liberty  Bell  in 
Philadelphia  to  the  original  Spanish 
settlement  mission  in  San  Francisco. 
Anything  that  seems  in  the  least  bit  historic 
will  be  stampeded  and  groped  by  polyester- 
clad  mammals  with  instamatic  cameras  and 
guide  books — and  no  clue  as  to  the  real 
origins  of  this  country. 

These  origins  are  what  make  the 
Quincentennial  the  outrage  it  is. 

Columbus  may  have  been  a  few  cards 
short  of  a  full  deck,  but  the  Europeans  who 
followed  his  path  knew  exactly  what  they 
were  doing.  They  conquered,  slaughtered, 
converted  and  relocated  the  original 
inhabitants  of  this  continent — all  in  the  name 
of  their  God — and  the  gold  and  riches  many 
native  cultures  possessed.  The  Europeans 
brought  new  diseases  to  this  continent, 
including  smallpox.  Many  native  peoples 
who  did  not  die  by  the  sword  died  by  the 
European  man’s  diseases. 

These  self-righteous  Europeans  deemed 
the  native  cultures  and  civilizations  innately 
inferior  and  morally  bankrupt.  Millions  of 
native  peoples  were  slaughtered,  sacrifices  to 
European  imperialism,  greed  and  racism. 

As  queers  we  have  two  particular  gripes 
against  the  Quincentennial-the  slaughter  of 
native  peoples,  which  affects  us  directly 
because  some  of  us  are  Native  Americans; 
and  the  imposition  of  European  homophobia 
on  people  who  often  did  not  exhibit  it 

When  Europeans  discovered  that 
homosexuality  was  an  accepted  way  of  life  in 
the  new  world,  their  religious  fervor  kicked 
into  gear.  Efforts  were  made  to  squash  such 
affirmations  of  what  they  saw  as  a  “deviant” 
lifestyle.  An  unknown  number  of  queers 
were  killed  in  the  name  of  this  European- 
style  Catholic  morality. 

Columbus  may  not  have  discovered 


because  I  write  about  segments  of  a 
community  that,  by  it’s  very  existence,  make 
people  feel  ill  at  ease.  In  the  present  climate 
of  virulent  censorship  an  anti-sex  moralism 
(which  if  anyone  hadn’t  noticed,  is  coming 
down  hardest  on  the  gay/lesbian  community) 
my  work,  as  well  as  my  contemporaries 
work,  is  under  direct  attack.  I  need  a  Union. 

But  I  would  suggest  that  the  National 
Writers  Union  membership,  which  is 
predominantly  straight,  not  slam  shut  the 
door  to  a  community  which  it  has  barely 
included  by  deciding  who  is  inclusive 
(makes  them  comfortable)  and  who  is  not. 

Thank  you. 

Wickie  Stamps 
Boston,  Mass. 

Three  important 
events 


anything  new,  but  he  sure  as  hell  paved  the 
way  for  genocide  on  a  mass  scale.  We’ll 
never  know  how  many  millions  died  in  this 
holocaust  which  is  not  recognized  as  a 
holocaust.  But  what  else  do  you  call  it? 

The  Conquistadors  and  other  European 
invaders  should  be  placed  next  to  Hitler  in 
the  annals  of  history;  their  deeds  are  no  less 
heinous  than  his.  Theirs  was  a  systematic 
elimination  of  whole  groups  of  people.  They 
didn’t  have  ovens,  but  they  sure  did  an 
effective  job  of  nearly  destroying  indigenous 
populations  on  two  continents. 

As  a  southern  Italiano,  I  denounce 
Columbus  for  his  part  in  claiming  America 
for  the  European  imperialists  and  for  leading 
the  way  to  the  destruction  of  the  peoples  of 
this  new  world.  I  know  that  in  many  cities 
(including  Philadelphia,  my  point  of  origin) 
Italianos  celebrate  Columbus  Day — and  I 
understand  why.  When  the  Italians  first  came 
here,  life  was  no  easier  for  them  than  for  any 
other  immigrant  group.  So  they  embraced 
Columbus  as  a  source  of  pride-after  all,  he 
was  Italiano,  and  he  had  “discovered” 
America.  What  an  honor  that  one  of  our  kind 
did  that.  But  Italianos  should  realize  the  truth 
about  Columbus;  he  is  not  our  hero. 

Five  hundred  years  after  Columbus 
stumbled  onto  this  continent,  the  lie  of 
America — that  we  welcome  the  poor,  the 
tired,  the  oppressed — further  stains  his 
memory.  We  welcome  no  one  but  the  rich 
and  powerful,  such  as  the  Marcoses  and  their 
ilk.  There  is  no  similar  welcome  for  El 
Salvadorean  refugees. 

So  let  the  Quincentennial  include 
discussion  of  atrocities.  Let  it  tell  the  truth 
about  the  colonializaiton  of  America.  Let  it 
speak  of  racism  and  imperialism. 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I  don’t  plan  to 
get  out  my  party  dress  for  this  one. 

Tommi  Avicolli  Mecca  is  the  grandson  of 
immigrant  southern  Italianos  from  Basiligata 
and  Abruzzi  and  was  formerly  editor  of 
Philadelphia  Gay  News. 


explore  this  problem. 

The  commonality  of  these  three 
organizations  is  that  they  all  promote  good 
health  and  politics.  If  we  are  to  institute 
change,  these  and  other  related  groups  must 
unite  to  demonstrate  that  numbers  yield 
power. 

Make  the  commitment  to  participate  in 
these  events  and  be  part  of  the  difference. 

Thank  you, 
Renn  Freed 
Treasurer,  HRCF, 
New  England  Committee 
Boston,  Mass. 


Dear  GCN: 

Three  important  events  are  to  be  held  on 
October  26  and  27.  Although  independently 
planned,  their  interwoven  significance  may 
hold  many  clues  to  the  question  of  how  a 
community  unites  and  spawns  meaningful 
change  to  our  national  politics. 

On  Saturday  night,  October  26,  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF),  the 
nation’s  most  powerful  lobby  for  gay  and 
lesbian  issues,  will  celebrate  their  10th 
annual  dinner  at  the  Hynes  Auditorium.  This 
year’s  dinner  will  honor  Dr.  Susan  M.  Love. 
Her  continued  research  and  excellent 
performance  in  the  field  of  women’s  health 
care  issues  has  helped  make  the  country 
cognizant  of  the  depth  of  the  breast  cancer 
epidemic. 

Also  on  Saturday  night,  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  will  host 
its  third  Annual  Halloween  Ball.  For  many 
years,  the  FCHC  has  led  the  Boston 
community  in  providing  medical  services  to 
HIV  affected  and  AIDS  patients.  This  is  a 
festive  event  that  needs  our  support.  The 
purchase  of  tickets  to  the  HRCF  dinner  also 
includes  admission  to  the  FCHC  dance. 

On  Sunday,  October  27,  the  Massachusetts 
Breast  Cancer  Coalition  will  hold  a  rally  at 
noon  on  Boston  Common.  The  hope  is  to 
gather  5500  people  (corresponding  to  the 
number  of  women  who  will  be  diagnosed 
with  breast  cancer  in  Massachusetts  this 
year)  to  make  a  dramatic  public  statement 
about  the  resources  needed  to  adequately 
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AIDS 

Continued  from  page  2 
1400  people  who  could  not  tolerate 
ganciclovir,  or  for  whom  it  failed  to  work, 
received  foscarnet  via  the  open  study 
protocol.  Prior  to  this  approximately  1200 
were  needlessly  blinded  or  killed  due  to  lack 
of  foscarnet. 

Galling  as  it  was,  in  fact  ACT  UP  did  join 
Astra  in  pushing  the  FDA  to  review  and  ap¬ 
prove  the  drug. 

The  next  step  for  Astra  is  application  for 
FDA  approval  of  foscarnet  for  acyclovir- 
resistant  herpes.  Meanwhile,  an  open  label 
protocol  (a  ruling  that  makes  the  drug 
available  on  a  limited  basis  to  those  who 
need  it)  continues  for  acyclovir-resistant 
herpes,  and  is  available  free  of  charge  by 
calling  Astra  at  (800)  388-4148. 

Now  there  are  two  options  for  treating 
CMV  retinitis,  but  both  are  rather  harsh. 
Clearly,  preventing  CMV  in  the  first  place  is 
an  important  strategy  for  PWAs.  The  best 
candidate  available  right  now  for  CMV 
prophylaxis  is  acyclovir,  and  ACT 
UP/Boston  is  currently  campaigning  to  make 
this  a  standard  of  care.  This  is  already 
considered  a  standard  for  people  with  organ 
transplants  whose  immune  systems  are 
artificially  suppressed.  If  you  have  a  T-cell 
count  below  150,  you  should  consider  up  to 
4  grams/day  of  acyclovir  now,  and  should 
self-monitor  daily  for  signs  of  CMV  using  an 
Amsler  grid.  Meanwhile,  we  hope  to  hope  to 
push  for  quicker  research  of  oral  ganciclovir 
and  a  newer  version  of  acyclovir  for  primary 
prophylaxis  against  CMV. 

P.S.  Anyone  out  there  up  for  a  “price  war” 
with  Astra? 

— Raymond  Schmidt  and  Stephen  Skuce, 
ACT  UP/Boston  Treatment  Issues 

Illinois 

Continued  from  page  1 

‘A  mixed  bag’ 

Edgar’s  signing  of  the  HIV  law  was 
questioned  in  light  of  an  earlier  perception 
that  he  was  leaning  toward  supporting  gay 
and  lesbian  rights.  Activists  were 
disappointed,  but  not  surprised  when  Edgar 
signed  Senate  Bill  999,  which  he  justified  by 
citing  the  importance  of  early  diagnosis  for 
people  who  are  HIV  positive. 

One  bill  he  signed  into  law  allows  non- 
related  disabled  people  and  senior  citizens  to 
live  together  in  government-subsidized 
housing  if  they  register  as  roommates  with 
the  county  clerk.  Authors  of  the  law 
designed  it  specifically  with  same-sex 
couples  in  mind. 

Another  domestic  partnership  law  signed 
by  Edgar  gives  hospitalized  individuals  the 
right  to  name  whomever  they  chose  as 
family.  This  allows  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
intensive  care  to  be  visited  by  lovers  who  are 
not  legally  recognized. 

Edgar’s  support  for  the  housing  bill  was 
attributed  to  its  broad  benefits,  extending 
outside  the  gay  community,  which  made  it 
politically  unfeasible  for  Edgar  to  veto  it 

“I  am  surprised  that  the  gay  rights  aspects 
of  the  bills  did  not  cause  more  furor  among 
legislators,"  said  Huls  of  anti-gay  legislators’ 
attempts  to  derail  the  bill.  “It  is  an  indication 
that  the  gay  rights  issue  can  no  longer  be 
used  to  freak  legislators  out  of  supporting 
good  bills.” 

Edgar  also  signed  a  bill  authorizing  the 
state  to  pay  health  insurance  premiums  for 
HTV  positive  people  who  quit  their  jobs,  in 
an  effort  to  keep  them  off  Medicaid. 

Edgar’s  veto  of  a  measure  that  attempted 
to  block  efforts  by  gay  and  lesbian  student 
activists  to  remove  the  Reserve  Officers 
Training  Corps  (ROTC)  from  Illinois 
campuses  caused  the  most  surprise  among 
gay  activists.  Student  activists  have  been 
protesting  the  ROTC  presence  based  on  its 
and  the  Department  of  Defense’s  exclusion 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians.  The  bill  Edgar 
rejected  would  have  made  it  illegal  to  bar  or 
exclude  “any  armed  forces  training  program 
or  organization  operated  under  the  authority 
of  the  U.S.  government." 

At  the  lime,  Edgar  called  the  measure 
“reactionary — an  intrusion  into  the  abilities 
of  the  higher  education  governing  boards  to 
regulate  extracurricular  activities." 

Joanne  Trapani,  co-chair  of  the  Illinois 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  told  GCN, 
“I'm  not  going  to  look  a  gift  horse  in  the 
mouth,  but  in  view  of  [upcoming  legislative 
district]  re  mapping,  I  think  he  was  looking 
to  pacify  our  [largely  Democratic] 
community. 

Trapani  said  that  Edgars'  overall  approach 
to  gay  and  lesbian  issues  has  been  “a  mixed 
bag,"  suggesting  that  his  failure  to  support 
this  year's  attempt  to  pass  a  gay  civil  rights 
bill  supersedes  his  apparent  support  of 
domestic  partnership  and  gay  students.  “I  do 
not  know  anyone  who  would  say  he  has 
taken  a  pro-lesbian  or  -gay  leadership 
position,"  Trapani  said,  but  that  his  negative 
opposition  seems  increased  in  light  of  his 
decision  to  sign  Senate  Bill  999. 

— filed  from  Boston 
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choice  for  the  majority  of  women. 

Alternative  models  for  woman-directed, 
de-centralized  birth  control  methods  include 
the  former  underground  abortion  service, 
known  as  “Jane.”  One  member  of  “Jane" 
outlined  the  history  of  that  movement,  and  of 
their  dedication  to  providing  safe  abortions 
for  all  women  before  the  passage  of  Roe  v. 
Wade.  Operating  from  1969  to  1973  (just  up 
until  the  opening  of  the  first  legal  abortion 
clinic  in  Qiicago),  “Jane”  performed  more 
than  11,000  clandestine  abortions  through  a 
network  of  women  health  activists. 

According  to  the  “Jane”  member,  women 
paid  an  average  of  $40-50  per  abortion,  and 
no  woman  was  ever  turned  away  because  of 
a  lack  of  money.  “Jane”  provided  a  model  of 
health  care  that  placed  women  in  the  center 
and  in  control.  By  “sharing  information  and 
knowledge,”  she  said,  “a  woman  gets  a  sense 
of  herself  as  a  participant  (in  the  abortion 
process)  and  that  she’s  making  a  real 
decision  about  her  life.” 

Because  of  this  emphasis  on  women’s 
control  and  information  sharing,  women  who 
came  to  “Jane"  became  “co-conspirators”  in 
the  underground  operations  with  a  stake  in 
its  success. 

Another  model  of  woman-directed,  de¬ 
centralized  birth  control  is  menstrual 
extraction,  a  method  of  removing  menstrual 
fluids  that  can  also  be  used  to  remove  very 
early  pregnancies.  As  two  members  of  a 
current  self-help  group  in  New  York 
explained,  menstrual  extraction  developed 
out  of  the  self-help  group  revival  of  the 
women’s  health  group  movement  founded  in 
the  1970s,  in  which  women  gathered  as 
friends  to  study  health  topics  and  practice 
self-cervical  exams.  Many  contemporary 
self-health  groups  perform  menstrual 
extraction. 

With  a  hand-held  suction  pump,  a  canula 
for  insertion  into  the  cervix,  and  plastic 
tubing  attached  to  a  mason  jar,  women  are 
able  to  direct  the  process  in  little  as  10 
minutes  (for  someone  who  has  practiced  the 
technique)  or  as  long  as  two  or  three  hours. 

They  added  that  because  the  legality  of 
menstrual  extraction  is  unclear  at  the 
moment,  most  self-help  groups  perform  the 
procedure  semi-clandestinely.  As  Barbara 
Neely  put  it,  “If  there  are  women  taking 
control  of  their  bodies,  you  can  be  sure  there 
are  questions  of  legality.” 

Linking  issues  of  social  control  and 
struggle  for  reproductive  freedom,  the 
conference  provided  an  opportunity  for 
women  to  assess  the  current  situation  and 
strategize  for  the  future.  As  many  of  the 
health  care  activists,  health  care  practitioners 
and  community  activists  made  clear  in  the 
final  conference  session,  one  major  step  is 
outreach  to  women  who  do  not  have  access 
to  the  kinds  of  information  available  at  the 
conference.  □ 

Mass,  law 
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women’s  rights  against  [those  of]  low- 
income  people,"  Hilary  Roberts  of  the 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2)  in 
Boston  told  GCN.  She  charged  Weld  with 
“dismantling  the  welfare  system.” 

Similarly,  Ellen  Convisser,  president  of 
the  Massachusetts  chapter  of  die  National 
Organization  for  Women,  told  participants  in 
a  pro-choice  rally  Oct.  3  that  while  abortion 
is  “an  issue  on  which  we  cannot  negotiate  ... 
it’s  not  the  only  issue.”  She  said  it  is  equally 
important  to  fight  for  economic  justice,  an 
end  to  violence  against  women,  and  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  “We  cannot  and  will  not  trade 
one  of  our  issues  off  for  another,"  she 
continued,  citing  an  example:  “The  women 
and  men  of  Massachusetts  cannot  live 
without  General  Relief." 

Pro-choice  activists  are  gearing  up  for  an 
abortion  clinic  blockade  that  Operation 
Rescue  has  announced  for  Nov.  2.  According 
to  Joanne  Endo  of  Planned  Parenthood 
League  of  Massachusetts,  her  organization  is 
planning  a  "Pledge-a-Picket”  fundraiser.  “We 
can  beat  them  at  their  own  game,"  she  said, 
by  asking  pro-choice  supporters  to  pledge  a 
dollar  amount  for  every  member  of 
Operation  Rescue  who  shows  up.  Endo  also 
emphasized  the  importance  of  pro-choice 
constituents  lobbying  their  legislators. 

Activists  are  calling  on  local  officials  in 
Boston  and  Brookline,  as  well  as  on  Weld,  to 
ensure  that  local  and  state  police  enforce  a 
statewide  temporary  injunction  barring 
Operation  Rescue  from  blockading  abortion 
clinics.  According  to  Roberts  of  R2N2,  a 
local  clinic  was  closed  for  three  hours  in  late 
June  when  police  did  not  respond  promptly 
to  a  blockade.  "The  injunction  was  violated 
because  the  clinic  was  blocked  for  three 
hours  before  they  arrested  people,"  Roberts 
said,  adding,  “I  have  a  problem  with  calling 
police  out,  but  in  this  case,  [the  members  of 
Operation  Rescue]  violated  women's  civil 
rights."  □ 
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CLOUT  OF  WITNESSES 
The  First  National  Gathering  Of 

CLOUT 

Christian  Lesbians  Out  Together 
November  1-3,  1991 

SPIRIT  OF 

THE  LAKES  CHURCH 
MINNEAPOLIS  .MINNESOTA 

Speakers  Include: 
CARTER  HEYWARD, 
MARY  HUNT,  IRENE 
MONROE,  JANIE  SPAHR 
Join  us  for  this  herstoric  event 
of  out  lay,  clergy  and  seminary 
lesbians  across  the  country 

For  more  info  write:  S.  Berry, 
1111  1/2  Castro  St.,  SF,  CA 
94114  or  call  Janie  Spahr  at 
(415)  457-1115 


Discussion  Group 
for  HIV  Negative 
Gay  Men 

Join  other  men  in  peer-led 
small  group  discussion  of 
your  concerns. 

Thurs  Oct  1 7,  7  -  9  pm 
At  the  Old  South  Church 

645  Boylston  St,  4th  floor 

•  Free  •  No  registration  re¬ 
quired  •  Info:  437-6200x298 

Sponsored  by  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center 
and  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 


New  England's  most 
comprehensive  selection 
of  lesbian  fiction,  poetry, 
history,  spirituality, 
erotica,  videos,  cards, 
music  and  jewelry 


673  Boylston  Sl  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  opposite  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon-Thurs  9:30  am- 10pm  •  Fri&Sat  9: 30am- 11pm  •  Sun  12-9pm 


TAKING  " THE  TEST " 

A  workshop  for  gay  men 
who  are  thinking  about 
taking  the  HIV  Antibody  test 


•  What  does  "the  test"  mean  ? 

•  Can  you  really  fight  HIV? 

•  What  about  insurance? 

•  Does  it  affect  recovery? 

•  What  are  the  medical  options? 


Do  you  feel  that  you  are  facing 
these  questions  alone?  You're  not. 

Join  other  gay  men  in  asking,  and  finding 
the  answers  to,  these  same  questions. 


Sat.,  Nov  2,  10AM-4:30PM 

At  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
131  Clarendon  Street,  4th  floor 

Admission  is  free  but  space  is  limited. 
Please  call  to  make  a  reservation  at: 

(617)  437-6200,  ext.  499. 


Sponsored  by  AIDS  ACTION 
and  High  Point 


Or,  what  makes  me  a  Jewish  lesbian  writer 


By  Jyl  Lynn  Felman 

am  sitting  at  the  dinner  table  with  my 
father  Marvin  and  my  mother  Edith.  My 
sisters  Judy  and  Jan  are  also  sitting  with 
us,  although  it  feels  to  me  as  though  they  are 
sitting  at  another  table  on  the  other  side  of 
the  room  or  possibly  another  restaurant 
entirely.  When  we  order,  I  imagine  the  table 
splitting  in  half,  Judy  and  Jan  fall  off  the  left 
side,  their  silverware  and  dishes  follow 
noisily  behind.  The  flower  arrangement — a 
limp  pink  astromaria  and  a  piece  of  dead 
green  fern — remain  upright  in  a  small  plastic 
vase  on  the  right  side  of  the  table  where  I 
remain  split  off  from  my  sisters  and 
connected — temporarily — to  my  parents. 

For  their  entire  meal,  my  sisters  have 
ordered  baby  shrimp  cocktails  in  thick 
stemmed  parfait  dishes  with  spiced  tomato 
sauce  for  dipping  and  dunking.  The  rest  of  us 
order  kosher  style:  no  pork,  no  shellfish,  no 
milk  nor  meat  together.  My  sisters  enjoy 
their  food  immensely,  commenting  on  the 
freshness  of  the  fish,  its  delightful  taste  and 
the  low  calorie  count  of  shrimp.  My  father 
makes  no  eye  contact  with  my  sisters;  he 
refuses  to  even  look  at  their  half  of  the  table 
as  though  it  contains  a  highly  contagious 
disease  that  he  will  catch  in  a  single  glance. 

Judy  and  Jan  make  eye  contact  with  their  . 
parfait  dishes;  they  smile  lovingly  at  the 
chilled  baby  shrimp  hidden  inside  while  my 
mother  stares  at  me,  as  if  the  fact  that  my 
sisters  ordered  treyf  is  all  my  fault.  Actually, 
it  is  my  father’s  fault  He  made  a  rule. 

He  made  a  rule  about  what  his  children 
could  eat,  what  we  couldn’t  eat  and  when 
and  where  we  could  eat  it.  With  much 
Fierceness  he  tried  to  protect  us  from  the 
goyim.  It  didn’t  work.  At  home,  my  mother 
kept  a  strictly  kosher  kitchen  with  separate 
dishes  for  milk  and  meat.  Absolutely  no  pork 
or  shellfish  was  ever  allowed  in  the  house. 
Before  arriving  in  my  mother’s  sink,  our 
chickens  were  ritually  slaughtered  and  rabbi- 
blessed.  Sticking  out  of  the  tucas  there  were 
always  a  few  feathers  left  by  the  schochet — 
firm  proof  that  his  chickens  were  glatt 
kosher.  When  we  finally  did  eat  out,  we  were 
allowed  to  order  whatever  we  wanted.  By 
then  my  sisters  had  developed  unnatural 
cravings  for  shellfish  and  my  mother  felt  no 
hunger  whatsoever.  And  me,  I  developed  an 
insatiable  appetite  whose  manifestation 
occurs  today  in  the  form  of  a  Jewish  lesbian 
vegetarian  chicken  writer. 

What  makes  me  a  Jewish  lesbian  writer  is 
the  fact  that  my  beloved  parents  kept  kosher 
and  longed  for  the  progeny  to  do  the  same. 
Keeping  kosher  means  eating  only  that  food 
which  is  permitted  according  to  Jewish  law 
and  avoiding  all  else,  that  which  is  forbidden, 
is  treyf.  So,  it  is  the  very  act  of  eating  that 
makes  my  stories  Jewish.  Lurking  in  the 
background  of  every  scene  I  write  is  a  sense 
of  the  forbidden.  The  fact  that  my  characters 


behave  in  ways  that  are  politically  incorrect 
and  that  my  subject  matter  is  often  taboo  in 
both  the  Jewish  and  lesbian  universe  can  be 
traced  back  to  my  sisters’  unnatural  cravings 
for  shellfish.  But  what  makes  my  stories 
lesbian  with  the  emphasis  on  Jewish  is  the 
fact  that  my  characters  don’t  just  imagine 
what  eating  pussy  is  like,  they  actually  eat  it. 
And  eating  pussy  for  me  is  just  like  eating 
treyf. 

Culturally  specific  metaphors  compel  the 
direction  of  my  narrative  voice.  For  instance, 
I  am  preoccupied  with  otherness  not  just 
because  I  am  a  lesbian,  but  because  I  am  a 
Jew.  My  characters  are  obsessed  with 
identity  in  general,  not  just  gay  or  Jewish 
identity.  Voice  for  me  is  oral  not  linear. 
Sentences  that  feel  flat  on  the  page,  live 
when  spoken.  I  come  from  an  oral  tradition 
that  relies  on  humor  to  survive  and  is 
difficult  to  transcribe  while  retaining  nuance 
and  rhythm.  As  a  Jew  writing  in  an  acquired 
language,  I  may  split  infinitives,  separate 
subjects  from  verbs,  or  use  gerunds  in  the 
wrong  place.  Or  I  may  write  in  a  syntax  that 
is  grammatically  incorrect  yet  culturally 
located  within  the  immigrant  Jewish 
experience.  English — the  language  of  forced 
assimilation — is  not  the  essential  language  of 
my  people. 

When  I  write,  existential  fatigue  of  a 
particularly  Jewish  nature  threatens  to 
consume  me  because  the  life  saga  of  my 
people  has  exceeded  the  limits  of  my 
imagination.  What  could  I  possibly  say  that 
would  illuminate  the  situation?  Less  than  50 
years  ago.  Eastern  European  Jews  were 
rounded  up,  our  arms  were  tattooed  with  four 
digit  numbers;  we  were  gassed  in  showers 
and  baked  in  ovens.  Gold  was  extracted  from 
our  teeth  and  surgical  experiments  were 
routinely  performed  on  our  bodies  while  boat 
loads  of  starving  Jews  were  turned  away 
from  these  united  shores. 

Less  than  50  years  later,  the  government  of 
Israel  ghettoizes  an  entire  people,  closes 
schools  and  universities;  Jewish  soldiers  just 
follow  orders,  bulldoze  Palestinian  houses 
and  fight  stones  with  guns.  Today  in  my 
search  for  story,  traditional  literary 
conventions  have  become  useless:  creative 
irony  eludes  me  and  my  plots  lack  resolution. 

I  have  lost  all  Active  pretense.  Out  of  cultural 
necessity,  those  artificial  boundaries  artfully 
constructed  between  writer  and  reader  have 
all  but  disappeared  from  my  work.  When  I 
write,  I  seek  to  explode  the  boundary  of  the 
page.  Formlessness  is  the  real  challenge. 
While  those  who  once  were  occupied 
become  the  occupiers,  I  wait  for  the 
mutuality  of  recognition  between  the  sons  of 
Abraham.  Brother  to  brother,  I  wait  for  Isaac 
to  see  Ishmael  and  be  seen.  This  is  my  story; 
of  what  else  can  I  write?  I  wait  for  the  sounds 
of  laughter;  of  Sarah  and  Hagar  returned  to 
Continued  on  page  9 


What  makes  a  book 
lesbian  or  gay? 

Doris  Grumbach  s  Coming  into  the  End  Zone  and  Henry 
Abelove’s  Evangelist  of  Desire 


The  Evangelist  of  Desire: 
John  Wesley  and  the 
Methodists 

Henry  Abelove 

Stanford  University  Press,  Stanford  1990 
$25.00  doth,  136  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Marc  Stein 

hould  GCN  review  a  book  like 
Henry  Abelove’s  The  Evangelist  of 
Desire:  John  Wesley  and  the 
Methodists ?  How  do  we  begin  to  answer  this 
question?  Should  we  review  it  because 
Abelove  is  gay;  because  he  taught  scores  of 
lesbian  and  gay  students  (including  me); 
because  he  has  been  an  influential  figure  in 
lesbian/gay  studies  for  more  than  a  decade? 

Or  should  we  review  this  historical  study 
of  Methodism’s  founder  because  same-sex 
eroticism  is  at  the  center  of  the  story  told? 
Abelove  does  argue  that  one  of  the  bases  of 
Wesley’s  extraordinary  influence  on  18th 
century  British  plebeians — both  female  and 
male — was  love.  “They  felt  for  him 
lovingly,”  Abelove  writes,  “as  for  a  parent,” 
and  they  called  him  “Our  good  old  father.” 
Wesley  played  the  gentleman  and  exacted 
deference,  but  did  so  in  ways  that  would  win 
love.  For  example  Wesley  went  directly  to 
the  poor;  he  had  them  listen  to  him  on  their 
own  ground;  he  let  them  take  care  of  him  in 
their  own  homes  and  he  was  generous  with 
charity.  Wesley’s  critics  assumed  that  he  was 
“flirting,  kissing,  fondling,  taking  the  flock 
to  bed  with  him,”  but  Abelove  suggests  that 
Wesley  scarcely  needed  these  tactics  to  win 
their  love. 

In  fact,  Wesley  encouraged  celibacy  and, 
while  his  followers  scarcely  reached  his  lofty 
goals,  they  did  find  in  what  Wesley  said 
“sanction”  for  devaluing  troubled  family  ties, 
“releasing  same-sex  sexual  feeling,”  and 
“practicing  abstinence,  within  marriage,  at 
the  wife’s  insistence,  as  a  means  of  birth 
control.”  Abelove  recalls  the  early 
Methodists  defense  of  an  accused  sodomite, 
and  he  suggests  that  later  Methodist  practice 
of  encouraging  same-sex  intimacy 
encouraged  same-sex  sexual  expression.  In 
several  cases,  Abelove  has  found  evidence  of 
women  falling  in  love  with  women  and  men 
falling  in  love  with  men,  and  these  stories 
are  among  the  most  delightful  in  the  book. 

But  to  be  fair,  same-sex  eroticism  is  not 
the  main  subject  of  The  Evangelist  of  Desire. 
The  book  seeks  to  answer  two  questions: 
how  did  Wesley  attract  so  many  long-term 
followers?  And,  what  did  his  followers  learn 
from  what  he  tried  to  teach  them?  These 
questions  are  important  partly  because 
Methodism  has  been  regarded  by  some 
historians  as  “repressive,”  by  others  as 
“progressive,  modernizing,  revolutionary,” 
and  by  many  in  both  groups  as  central  in  the 
distinctive  development  of  capitalism  and 
political  democracy  in  England.  While 
Abelove’s  work  is  admirably  anti¬ 
heterosexist — and  while  specific  homoerotic 
stories  take  up  a  few  pages  of  his  story — the 
central  points  of  the  book  are  not  particularly 

gay- 

But  perhaps  GCN  should  review 
Abelove’s  book  not  simply  because  he  is 
gay,  or  because  his  book  touches  on  gay 
themes,  but  because  GCN  finds  something 
gay  about  Abelove’s  book.  Or  maybe  I 
should  say  that  1  find  something  gay  about 
Abelove’s  book.  This  might  be  the  argument 
that  Abelove  would  most  favor,  at  least  as 
far  as  I  can  tell  from  the  pages  of  this  work. 
One  of  Abelove’s  central  arguments  is  that 
Wesley’s  followers  took  what  they  wanted 
from  his  teachings,  disregarded  things  they 
didn’t  like  and  modified  his  words  in  ways 
that  might  fit  their  needs.  In  short,  “the 
Methodism  they  lived  out  was  different  from 
anything  that  he  taught.”  It  was  a 
“compromise,”  as  Abelove  puts  it,  “between 
his  word  and  their  need.” 

For  example  Wesley’s  followers  opposed 
his  suggestions  that  they  refrain  from 
marriage  and  practice  celibacy,  but  they 
understood  his  teachings  to  give  them 
permission  to  break  family  ties,  express 
same-sex  desire  and  practice  abstinence  for 
birth  control,  all  things  that  Wesley  never 
directly  advocated.  On  his  suggestion  that 
they  wake  up  at  four  in  the  morning,  his 
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Coming  Into  the  End 
Zone:  A  Memoir 

Doris  Grumbach 

W.  Norton  &  Company,  N  Y.  1991 
$19.95  doth,  265pp. 

Reviewed  by  Ellen  Herman 

hat,  if  anything,  makes  a  book  a 
“gay  book?”  Does  it  have  to  do 
with  the  sexual  inclinations  of  its 
author  or  its  characters?  The  aesthetic  or 
political  tastes  of  editors  and  reviewers?  Or 
do  readers  make  the  critical  judgment, 
determining — according  to  that  hallowed 
and  final  democracy  of  the  market — whether 
or  not  a  given  book,  or  a  particular  author, 
will  develop  a  reputation  for  being  just  a 
little  bit  queer? 

Literary  critic  and  novelist  Doris 
Grumbach ’s  new  memoir,  Coming  Into  the 
End  Zone,  left  me  asking  myself  these 
questions,  and  some  others,  too.  While  she’s 
had  a  long  and  full  working  life,  young 
readers  are  probably  more  likely  to  know 
Grumbach  as  National  Public  Radio's  very 
deep-voiced  and  serious-sounding  book 
reviewer  than  they  are  to  be  familiar  with  her 
books  (including  Magician's  Girl  and 
Chamber  Music )  or  with  her  academic  and 
literary  achievements,  which  have  included 
stretches  of  teaching  at  the  American 
University  and  a  happy  stint  as  the  literary 
editor  of  The  New  Republic.  Of  her  novels, 
readers  of  GCN  are  most  likely  to  be  familiar 
with  The  Ladies  (1984),  a  tale  of  two  women 
who  found  love  and  lived  a  charmed, 
peaceful  life  as  a  couple  in  18th  century 
Wales. 

Grumbach  has  something  important  in 
common  with  these  two  romantic  heroines. 
She  too  has  shared  her  life  with  a  female 
companion  since  her  marriage  ended  20 
years  ago.  She  too  makes  it  quite  plain  that 
they  share  the  same  bed.  But  Grumbach’s 
description  of  her  companion,  and  of  their 
relationship,  is  limited  to  a  few  spare  words: 
“Sybil,  my  dear  friend  and  housemate  of 
many  years....”  The  word  “lesbian”  would 
simply  not  fit  comfortably  into  either 
Grumbach’s  vocabulary  or  her  sensibility, 
and  quite  understandably,  since  it  was 
literally  unspeakable  during  her  life. 
Nowhere  in  this  memoir,  which  so 
painstakingly  examines  a  year  of  change  and 
reflection  at  the  onset  of  her  eighth  decade, 
does  she  offer  any  clues  as  to  the  real  texture 
of  this  aspect  of  her  life.  As  a  writer,  of 
course,  this  choice  is  entirely  her  own. 

Instead,  Grumbach  describes  at  length  a 
period  of  time  in  which  she  was  consumed 
with  agonizing  thoughts  of  her  young  male 
friends,  mostly  writers,  who  were  living  and 
dying  of  AIDS.  From  her  perch  in  the  “end 
zone,”  AIDS  seems  mainly  a  foil  for 
Grumbach’s  own  struggle  to  come  to  terms 
with  mortality,  a  senseless  “affliction”  and  a 
mockery  of  her  old  age.  It  causes  her  to  feel 
guilty:  for  growing  old  at  all,  for  having  had 
a  good  life,  for  her  harsh  criticisms  of 
everything — people  as  well  as  literature-that 
is  less  than  perfect.  AIDS  makes  age  itself  an 
offense  she  cannot  correct.  To  the  extent  that 
she  mourns  her  friends’  deaths,  it  is  because 
they  are  literary  losses,  and  Grumbach  feels 
them  keenly.  Those  who  died,  after  all,  were 
talented  young  men  caught  in  the  clutches  of 
an  “evil”  disease.  She  does  not  mention  that 
they  were  gay.  She  does  not  mention  anyone 
with  AIDS  who  was  not  a  talented  young 
writer. 

This  self-centered  and  elitist  tone,  if 
disturbing,  is  at  least  honest.  Grumbach 
would  be  the  first  to  admit  that  she  cares  far 
more  about  literature  than  about  most 
people.  She  prizes  well-crafted  books 
published  for  miniscule  groups  of 
aesthetically  sophisticated  and  wealthy 
readers  and  disdains  the  ugly  volumes 
published  in  thoughtless  haste  for  mass 
audiences.  (And  there  is,  in  her  view,  a  direct 
correspondence  between  cheap  mass- 
produced  books  and  shoddy  writing.)  She 
calls  herself  a  “snob.” 

Grumbach’s  sensibility  is  frequently 
cranky  and  quick  to  judgement.  Very  little 
contemporary  writing  offers  her  satisfaction 
(indeed,  she  finds  it  all  terribly  burdensome), 
and  she  has  a  distinct  tendency  to 
•  1  •  *  Continued  ori page  10.‘ 
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Can’t  live  with  them, 
can’t  shoot  them 


Helke  Sander’s  The  Germans  and  Their  Men 


The  Germans  and  Their  Men 

A  film  by  Helke  Sander.  Tues.,  Oct.  22, 
8pm  and  9:50pm  at  the  Brattle 
Theater,  40  Brattle  St.,  Cambridge, 
Mass.  Info  876-6837. 

Reviewed  by  Laura  Pierce 
( am  searching  for  a  man 
I  (husband),”says  female  protagonist 
Elizabeth  Mueller  in  the  opening 
scene  of  Helke  Sander's  The  Germans  and 
Their  Men.  The  film,  loosely  held  together 
by  this  stated  mission,  consists  of  Mueller 
and  other  women  conducting  interviews  with 
German  mot.  The  men  come  from  a  variety 
of  backgrounds,  including  some  stopped  at 
random  in  public  places.  The  questions  are 
designed  to  betray  the  men’s  political  views 
(or  lack  thereof)  of  feminism  and  women’s 
rights.  For  the  most  part,  the  men 
shamelessly  express  misogynist  views  in 
spite  of  the  presence  of  the  female 
interviewer  and  camera.  In  this  way,  the  film 
successfully  exposes  the  widespread  nature 
of  sexism  in  contemporary  Germany. 

What  makes  this  film  interesting  is 
Sander’s  directorial  style  and  the  devices  she 
uses  to  bring  political  content  into  her  films. 
Helke  Sander  belongs  not  to  the  group  of 
Southern  German  directors  most  commonly 
associated  with  New  German  Cinema 
(Fassbinder,  Herzog,  Schoedndorff,  Von 
Trotta),  but  to  the  Berlin  School,  which  has 
focused  on  politics  more  than  aesthetic 
considerations.  Film  scholar  John  Sandford 
describes  the  Berlin  School  as  “a  more 
politically  engaged  cinema  emerging  out  of 
the  student  movement  of  the  late  '60s, 
making... agitational  documentaries  about  and 
aimed  at  working-class  people." 

Sander  was  at  the  center  of  the  student 
movement  in  Berlin  in  the  late  1960s,  and 
quickly  became  frustrated  with  the  male- 
dominated  SDS.  She  has  since  had  a  long 
history  of  involvement  in  feminist  projects, 
and  founded  the  journal  frauen  und  film  in 
1974.  Sander’s  films  use  Berlin  School 
techniques  to  address  the  specific  political 


concerns  of  German  women.  They  are  first 
and  foremost  vehicles  for  political 
statements,  and  very  resistant  to 
misinterpretation.  For  example,  a  series  of 
questions  about  prostitution  is  introduced 
with  a  voiceover  reading  a  newspaper  story 
in  which  two  housing  project  managers  are 
fined  for  fraud  after  it  is  discovered  that  an 
afternoon  visit  to  a  brothel  has  been  charged 
to  their  expense  account  Through  this  story 
and  the  use  of  many  statistics,  Sander 
establishes  prostitution  as  a  real  problem. 
This  preface  has  the  effect  of  making  the 
men  who  follow  appear  misinformed  and 
sexist  as  they  state  their  views  about  the 
institution. 

Sander’s  previous  feature-length  films 
have  been  narratives  riddled  with  political 
content  that  enters  through  juxtaposition,  the 
interjection  of  news  events  and  historical 
references  and  the  use  of  non-traditional 
actors.  The  Germans  and  Their  Men  is  more 
nearly  documentary  style,  though  the  heroine 
Elizabeth  Mueller  does  continue  her  quest 
throughout,  using  her  past  experiences  as 
cues  from  popular  culture  to  develop  new 
questions  she  can  test  on  the  men  she 
interviews.  In  addition  to  going  out  on  the 
streets,  Mueller  also  seeks  out  the  prominent 
and  powerful,  carrying  and  referring  to  a 
German  version  of  Who's  Who.  This  reflects 
Sander’s  interest  in  exposing  politicians,  who 
are  portrayed  as  powerful  yet  unaccountable 
and  unable  to  answer  direct,  concrete 
questions. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  lines  of 
interrogation,  aimed  in  particular  at  the 
“ruling  class,”  draws  parallels  between 
sexism  and  fascism.  The  questions,  prefaced 
by  statistics  about  violence  against  women  in 
German,  are:  “Have  you  ever  been  ashamed 
to  be  a  man?”  and  “Have  you  ever  been 
ashamed  to  be  a  German  man?”  Through 
these  questions,  Sander  clearly  hopes  to 
address  the  issue  of  complicity,  or  shared 
responsibility.  Of  the  men  who  are 
interviewed,  some  seem  determined  that  they 

Continued  on  page  9 


Q&A  with  T&A 

Cartoonist  Alison  Bechdel  is  bringing  her  slideshow  to 
Beantown,  so  Trixi  went  to  her  for  the  straight  poop 


T(rlxl):  What  are  you  doing  right  now? 

A(lison):  At  this  very  instant? 

T:  Besides  talking  to  me.  What  were 
you  doing  when  the  phone  rang? 

A:  Well,  I’m  sending  letters  to  people 
telling  them  about  my  strip  and  stuff  like 
that.  I  got  a  letter  from  a  Danish  syndicate! 

T:  Huh?!? 

A:  Newspaper  syndicate!  ( laughs )  They 
want  to  find  out  about  my  strip! 

T:  Cooil  International! 

A:  Yeah,  isn’t  that  cool? 

T:  Have  you  gone  International 
before? 

A:  I  just  had  a  German  translation.  It’s 
coming  out  this  fall.  It's  a  real  translation 
from  a  publisher,  so  I  guess  I  am 
international. 

T:  Is  that  going  In  a  newspaper  or  a 
book? 

A:  A  book.  They’re  doing  my  second 
book,  More  Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For. 

T:  How  many  books  have  you  done? 

A:  There's  three.  There’s  one  in  the  oven! 

T:  One  in  the  oven?  Do  you  want  to 
share  a  little  bit  about  that? 

A:  Well,  Firebrand  Books  in  Ithaca  is 
putting  it  out  and  it’s  a  collection — like  all 
the  other  ones — of  my  current  work. 

T:  So,  there’s  More  Dyke*  to  Watch 
Out  For...  Is  there  Also?  No,  that’s 
Amphagorey. 

A:  What? 

T:  Sorry,  I  got  you  mixed  upl 

A:  Got  me  mixed  up  with  Edward  Gorey?! 
Oh,  how  flattering! 

T:  Well,  I  love  him. 

A:  I  love  him  too. 

T:  He  has  his  own  quirky  little  way  of 
looking  at  things. 

A:  He’s  a  great  formative  influence. 

T:  Really?! 

A:  Yeah. 

T:  Are  you  noticing  this  Is  going  to  be 
sort  of  like  a  free  form  Interview? 

Have  you  picked  up  on  that? 
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A:  Yeah. 

T:  Do  you  like  to  Identify  as  a  “lesbian 
cartoonist?”  Is  that  too  limiting? 

A:  No,  it  contains  a  universe  of 
possibilities  as  far  as  I’m  concerned. 

T:  Were  your  parents  very  nurturing 
and  did  they  say,  “Yes,  go  Into  art”? 

A:  Well,  actually  my  family  was 
extremely  dysfunctional.  But  they  were 
really  great  about  giving  me  stacks  of  paper 
and  pens  and  telling  me  I  was  really  good  at 
what  I  did.  I’ll  say  that  for  them. 

T:  Do  you  consider  the  strip  an  art 
form  or  do  you  consider  It  more  of  a 
forum? 

A:  No!  I  think  it’s  very  dangerous  to  think 
of  your  work  as  a  forum.  I  don’t  like  to 
analyze  it  too  much.  I  just  like  to  do  it. 

T:  And  let  It  speak  for  Itself? 

A:  Yeah. 

T:  What  can  readers  expect  to  see  In 
upcoming  strips? 

A:  I'm  definitely  going  to  break  Mo  and 
Harriet  up. 

T:  Cool! 

A:  In  excruciating  detail. 

T:  Does  It  help  you,  In  a  way,  to 
sometimes  draw  things  and  do  things 
you'll  never  actually  send  out — like  as 
a  catharsis? 

A:  I  don't  do  that  a  lot. 

T:  Mo  takes  the  wok  and  sends  It 
flying.  I  like  speeding  projectiles  In 
comic  strips.  You  know,  with  those 
action  lines  coming  off  them?  You 
don’t  really  do  that  though,  huh? 

A:  Mo  threw  a  tomato  once,  complete  with 
action  lines. 

T:  1  remember  that.  Wasn’t  It  an 
organic  tomato? 

A:  Yeah,  it  was  expensive.  I  think  it  upset 
people.  I’ve  never  really  gone  into  detail 
about  a  break-up  and  how  awful  it  is.  ’Cause 
it’s  so  awful.  I  do  think  it  will  be  cathartic. 
It’ll  purge  all  of  my  miserable  break-ups. 

T:  All  of  them? 

A:  All  of  them!  I’m  very  down  on 
romance  and  relationships  right  now. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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ACCOMMODATIONS  COUNSELING 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerfy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AMVOX  By  Voles  Tel 
PHONE  ANSWERING 
&  MESSAGING 
Discreet.  Password  protected 
National  network. 
(617)446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MULUKEN  ARCHITECTS  INC. 

161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken.  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  Insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835.  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T.  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  M  A  02 139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  JONATHAN  STBN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 


ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  A  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsi 

CLEAN  SWEEP 
Residential  cleaning 
CambridgerSomervflle 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  6  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-  shooting 
(617)445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
Dyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  UCSW 
Jayna  Klatzker.  LCSW 
(508)  475-6950 
BACK  BAY  COUNSEL! MG 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

BELLVILLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Sloneham,  MA 
(617)438-8155 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Ealing 
Ongoing  group  lor 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Individual,  couples,  and  group 
counseling  lor  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  7  Haviland  St. 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900  x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338,  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)  727-4749 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

JACOUEUNE 
HANNIGAN,  UCSW 

HIV+?  Depressed?  Let's  talk. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (508)  922-6613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collect  tve 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

DR.  LAURIE  UVINGSTON 

Licensed  psychologist 
Anxiety.  Phobia,  Stress 
1131  Beacon  St  Suite  1 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

MIRIAM  R06ENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  y is.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  chldren 
(508)  356-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacremento  St 
CAntoridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv.  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
tor  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GRCXPEN 
DR.  KJRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 


ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  aervicel  -800-383-2978 
MA  He*  A 7299  •  NH  Me#  3697 
ME  Rc#3269  D/B/A  P.Watach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston.  MA02116 
(617)  353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  106 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St..  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair.  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-FrL 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Primary  health  care, 
counseling,  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122.  M-Th.  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  dink:  tor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Coiurrtous 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage.  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St..  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  M  A  02105 
1600-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-fllmr 
comm  Is  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  Introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneui  Hal 


Marketplace  5th  FL  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

L£ WINGER,  MASON  6 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hingham.  Ma  (617)  740-1001 
(506)  2246060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provlncetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

OUAUTY  UMOUSINE 
Boston's  only  all-gay 
Imousine  service.  Serving  the 
gay  6  lesbian  communty  in 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)5246822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  In 
business  and  the  professions 
•Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston ,  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio.  Janet  Deegan 

SALEM:  Renovated,  epadoue 

Victorian  1/2  house  &  attic. 

3+  Brs,  slate  roof,  Ip,  near 
college.  1 30‘s.  call.  Info 
(508)  7456867 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11.  Cambridge.  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St. 

In  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  336-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9629 
M6  10-7,  Su.  126 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
888  Washington  St. 

Dedham.  MA  02026 
(617)461-0098 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  Si. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arrington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 
Private  baths.  Fireplaoee.  Ful 
breakfast.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  •  A  Club  for  Woman 

823  Main  St. 

Cantor  idge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.  4.  PM-2 
AM.F4PM-2AM.Sat.9PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.gPM-1  AM 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-009 8S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


A  Look  at  Lesbian  Life  in  the  '90s  and 
the  Action-Packed  Life  of  a  Lesbian  Cartoonist 


with  Alison  Bechdel 


Friday,  October  18  •  8  pm 
Mass  College  of  Art  •  621  Huntington  Ave  •  Boston 
Dessert  extravaganza  to  follow 
Tickets  are  $12  in  advance;  $15  at  the  door 
Tickets  on  sale  at  New  Words,  Arborway  Video  Q.R), 

Glad  Day,  and  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  or  by  calling 
247-CARE  (-2273)  •  To  reserve  childcare  call  267-0900  X282 


ASL 


A  benefit  for  Fenway  Community  Health  Center's 
Family  and  Parenting  Program 


No  Cover  on  Thursdays 

No  Cover  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  until  10:30 

Olivia  Cruise  Presentation 
October  17  •  7:30-9:00pm 

Tigressa  and  Adult  Children  of 
Heterosexuals  •  November  2  •  8:00pm 

Debra  Burnett  and  Deborah  venuti  at 
indigo  Art  Gallery  all  of  October 

1  CAMBRIDGE,  MA.BI 

Thu  4pnr2am.  Fri  4pm  2am.  Sat  9pm-2am 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617. 497. 7200 


Felman 
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each  other,  side  by  side  in  the  desert  wind. 

And  the  living  story  is  filled  with 
symbolic  impossibility  too  deep  to  decipher 
as  a  nation  of  survivors  carries  gas  masks 
made  in  Germany  while  waiting  in  the  terror 
of  sealed  rooms  for  a  dreaded  chemical 
attack.  When  the  first  Scud  missiles  land  in 
Tel  Aviv — a  working  class  neighborhood 
inhabited  by  Jews  of  color,  of  Iraqi 
descent — Palestinians  living  under  curfew 
and  originally  denied  gas  masks  run  out  into 
their  occupied  streets  shouting  “Kill  the 
Jews!”  In  this  moment,  the  hope  I  have  for 
the  liberation  of  lesbian  and  gay  people  of  all 
classes  and  colors  clashes  with  the 
hopelessness  I  feel  for  the  isolation  of  my 
people.  I  am  a  Jewish  lesbian  writer  in 
mourning  for  a  people  who  have  lost  the 
integrity  of  their  vision.  For  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  I  am  without  metaphor.  But  because 
I  am  a  Jewish  lesbian  writer  I  must  bear 
witness.  In  their  terror  my  people  have  lost 
their  minds,  but  what  about  their  memories? 

I  want  you  to  know  me  not  only  as  a 
lesbian  but  as  a  Jew.  To  understand  those 
places  of  intersection  and  disconnection 
where  lesbian  and  Jewish  identity  impact  on 
my  writing.  Familiarize  yourself  with  the 
ways  of  my  people.  Ask  me  about  the  cost  of 
white  skinned  privilege  and  Jewish 
invisibility.  I  seek  recognition  and  dialogue 
from  assimilated,  religious,  secular, 
culturally  identified  and  politically  active 
gay  and  lesbian  Jews;  straight,  heterosexual 
mainstream  Jews;  white  gentiles;  the 
working  class;  women  and  men  of  color; 
Israelis  and  Palestinians.  As  a  lesbian,  I  do 
not  want  my  work  marginalized  by  the 
Jewish  community  or  trivialized  by  gay  and 
lesbian  people  because  I  am  a  Jew.  The 
voices  of  lesbian  and  gay  Jews  belong  within 
the  parameters  of  a  multicultural  gay 
literature.  The  consequences  of  being  seen  as 
white  and  not  also  as  a  Jew  is  that  I  am  never 
actually  seen  at  all  by  the  viewer.  This 
infuses  my  writing  with  the  surreal  as  I 
stretch  the  limits  of  reality  on  the  page. 

Finally,  we  return  to  dinner  with  the 
Felmans;  to  the  family  table  split  in  half.  We 
return  to  the  surreal  image  of  those  who  eat 
the  forbidden  and  fall  off  the  left  side  of  the 
table.  I  watch  my  sisters  fall  silently  through 
the  floor  of  the  restaurant  to  wander  in  orbit 
forever.  You  will  understand  then,  that  it 
became  impossible  for  me  to  give  up  eating 
chicken  when  I  became  a  Jewish  lesbian 
vegetarian.  Eating  chicken  is  the  ritualization 
of  my  identity  as  a  Jew;  when  I  ate  only 
green  things  from  the  earth,  I  began  to  forget 
the  smells  of  my  mother’s  kitchen,  and  my 
grandmother’s  kitchen.  I  began  to  forget  that 
being  a  Jew  was  about  remembering. 
Everything.  □ 

This  piece  was  originally  presented  at  Out 
Write  ’91,  where  Jyl  Lynn  Felman  co¬ 
chaired  the  first  Jewish  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Literature  panel.  Her  short  stories  have 
appeared  in  many  publications  and 
anthologies;  Aunt  Lute  Books  will  publish 
her  first  collection  of  short  fiction,  Hot 
Chicken  Wings. 
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followers  responded  “coldly.”  Against 
Wesley’s  teachings,  the  Methodists 
continued  to  use  tea  and  snuff,  they  resisted 
his  prohibitions  against  dirtiness,  and  they 
ignored  his  prohibitions  on  children’s  play. 
These  arguments  are  critical  because  so 
often,  even  in  lesbian/gay  studies,  we  are  too 
quick  to  believe  that  our  “leaders”  can  speak 
for  our  organization’s  members,  that  our 
psychiatrists  can  speak  for  their  clients,  that 
our  editorials  can  speak  for  our  newspaper’s 
readers  and  that  our  academics  can  speak  for 
our  communities. 

Like  Weseley’s  Methodists,  then,  I  take 
what  I  want  from  my  teacher’s  book  and 
disregard  or  modify  the  rest  For  example  I 
disregard  Abelove’s  opening  line — “Anyone 
who  hears  the  word  Methodism  is  likely  to 
think  of  John  Wesley,  the  original  leader  of 
the  movement” — as  the  wishful  thinking  of  a 
historian.  I  reverse  Abelove’s  assertion  that 
his  inquiry  “forced”  him  to  think  about  sex, 
believing  instead  that  Abelove,  with  good 
reason,  forced  his  inquiry  to  be  about  sex.  I 
remain  skeptical  about  some  of  Abelove’s 
evidence — as  when  he  takes  Wesley’s 
reports  of  finding  “loving”  people  in  his 
audience  to  mean  that  they  loved  him — 
without  this  damaging  Abelove’s  central 
argument.  And  I  eagerly  await  learning  from 
Abelove’s  future  work  what  this  “love”  is 
that  seems  to  cross  time  and  space  so  freely 
without  ever  being  defined. 

I  take  The  Evangelist  of  Desire  to  be  a 
book  that  GCN  should  review  for  the  reasons 
I  have  described,  but  perhaps  most 
importantly  because  I  think  Abelove’s  book, 
appearing  when  it  does,  has  been  published 
at  a  particular  moment  in  lesbian/gay  studies. 
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I  first  became  aware  that  we  were  in  this 
moment  last  year,  when  I  noticed  Jonathan 
Katz’s  “The  Invention  of  Heterosexuality”  in 
Socialist  Review,  here  I  was,  a  new  graduate 
student  committed  to  studying  lesbian/gay 
history,  and  I  found  myself  reading  an  article 
about,  of  all  things,  heterosexuality,  written 
by  one  of  the  people  who  had  most  inspired 
me  to  study  homosexuality.  About  the  same 
time  I  read  Abelove’s  “Some  Speculations 
on  the  History  of  Sexual  Intercourse  during 
the  Long  Eighteenth  Century  in  England"  in 
Genders,  which  offers  thoughts  about  why 
the  incidence  of  “cross-sex  genital 
intercourse  (penis  in  vagina,  vagina  around 
penis,  with  seminal  emission  uninterrupted)” 
increased  in  late-  18th  century  England.  And 
around  then  I  also  read  Eve  Sedgwick 's 
Between  Men,  which  I  interpreted  as  a  story 
of  the  homoerotics  of  male  heterosexuality, 
and  John  D’ Emilio  and  Estelle  Friedman’s 
Intimate  Matters,  which  surveys  the  history 
of  sexuality  in  the  U.S. 

Aside  from  feeling  abandoned,  I  also  felt 
that  lesbian/gay  studies  wasn’t  ready  for  this 
move.  When  some  women’s  historians  and 
African-American  historians  moved  to  focus 
on  gender  and  race  relations  and  on  the 
construction  of  male  and  white  identities, 
these  fields  had  already  produced  a. 
substantial  body  of  material  on  women  and 
African-Americans.  But,  I  felt,  lesbian/gay 
history  hadn’t  produced  enough  to  be 
moving  on  to  heterosexuality.  I’m  tired  of 
hearing  about  heterosexuality,  I  thought. 

On  the  other  hand  I  understood  that 
interrogating  heterosexuality  and  exploring 
systems  of  desire  that  do  not  fit  neatly  into  a 
lesbian/gay-straight  classification  system 
may  be  critical  political  projects  for  the  here 
and  now.  While  we  need  to  learn  much  more 
about  lesbian/gay  life,  and  while  we  need  to 
fashion  stories  about  our  pasts  that  will 
illuminate  our  presents,  there  are  prices  to  be 
paid  for  remaining  in  what  historian  Lisa 
Duggan  has  called  “history’s  gay  ghettoes.” 
We  need  this  work  to  resist  being  ignored  by 
others,  to  refuse  to  be  fetishized  and 
pathologized  as  that  which  uniquely  needs  to 
be  explained,  and  to  help  us  understand  the 
contingency  of  our  own  sexual  identities.  We 
need  to  pursue  both  of  these  tracks  in 
lesbian/gay  history  and  we  need  to  talk  more 
about  what  it  is  that  we  are  doing. 

Henry  Abelove’s  The  Evangelist  of  Desire 
succeeds  in  powerful  ways.  The  book  is  as 
clearly  written  as  any  work  of  scholarship  I 
have  ever  read,  and  its  brevity  is  astonishing. 
The  book  is  crafted  with  the  tools  of  a  fine 
theoretician  and  rhetorician  and  produced  in 
the  language  of  everyday  life.  Abelove 
engages  with  the  most  recent  arguments 
about  relations  between  elite  and  popular 
culture,  the  use  of  psychoanalysis  in  history 
and  the  promise  of  combining  feminist  and 
lesbian/gay  theory,  and  his  contributions  to 
all  of  these  debates  should  be  wide-ranging. 
The  Evangelist  of  Desire  stands  as  one  of  the 
first  and  finest  examples  of  how  lesbian/gay 
studies  will  change  the  ways  that  all  of 
history  is  written.  □ 
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are  responsible  only  for  their  own  individual 
actions.  Most  seem  to  understand  the 
concept  of  shared  responsibility  with  respect 
to  German  history,  but  are  still  unable  to 
apply  the  same  concept  to  sexism  and 
violence  against  women.  At  one  frustrated 
point,  the  interviewer  blurts  out,  “When  the 
women  do  not  have  full  political  rights,  can 
they  be  held  equally  responsible  for  the 
crimes  of  the  people?”  The  man  she  is  with 
responds,  “Well,  it’s  the  women  who  give 
birth  to  the  men.”  Sander  also  asks  questions 
that  relate  to  the  division  of  Germany, 
implying  that  the  division  may  be  seen 
differently  from  a  female  perspective. 

The  film  interrogates  fairly  relentlessly, 
exposing  a  broad  range  of  sexist  stereotypes 
and  also  showing  how  widespread  and 
acceptable  it  is  for  the  male  population  to 
hold  and  openly  espouse  these  views.  This 
clear  illustration  of  the  presence  of  sexism 
and  the  lack  of  awareness  of  women’s  issues 
is  Sander’s  point. 

I  have  some  difficulty  recommending  The 
Germans  and  Their  Men  in  view  of  Sander’s 
other  outstanding  work.  Seeing  the 
willingness  of  men  to  engage  with  Elizabeth 
Mueller  is  humorous,  as  is  viewing  their 
varied  responses  to  feminist  challenges. 
Overall,  the  questions  are  well  constructed 
and  provocative,  but  the  answers  of  the 
interviewed  men — whether  famous 
politicians  or  taxi  drivers — are  generally 
stupid  and  unreflective.  This  scenario,  one 
many  women  will  identify  with,  is  not  a 
particularly  sought  after  experience.  By  the 
end  of  the  film,  Elizabeth  Mueller  reaches  a 
similar  conclusion.  She  concludes  there  is  no 
suitable  man  for  her,  and  the  final  scene 
shows  her  relaxing  with  her  two  dogs. 
“Elizabeth  Mueller,”  says  the  narrator, 
“doesn’t  find  a  man.  But  other  women  become 
interested  in  her  questions.”  □ 
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romanticize  all  things  in  the  literary  past 
over  the  dreary  reality  of  today’s  publishing 
wasteland.  Perhaps  she  resists  satisfaction 
itself,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  allowing 
herself  only  tiny  doses  of  enjoyment, 
monitoring  her  literary  intake  as  she  must 
now  monitor  the  food  she  eats.  Pleasure,  I 
sense,  makes  her  feel  guilty.  No  wonder 
there  is  so  little  mention  of  sexuality,  or  even 
affection,  in  this  chronicle  of  a  year  of  living. 
The  delight  she  occasionally  feels  when 
reading  something  good,  or  writing 
something  good,  uses  up  her  allotted  quota 
of  happiness. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  there  is  something  I  like 
about  Grumbach.  Her  very  practiced  style  of 
writing  appeals  to  me.  Every  word  is 
carefully  chosen,  but  graceful,  and  her 
devotion  to  craft  is  obvious.  And  I  share  her 
passionate  involvement  with  good  books, 
although  our  definitions  of  “good”  diverge 
rather  dramatically.  While  she  and  her 
companion,  Sybil,  own  a  used  and  rare 
bookshop.  Wayward  Books,  and  make  the 
momentous  decision  to  move  from  Capitol 
Hill  to  the  Maine  coast  during  the  year 
chronicled  in  this  book,  Grumbach  is  utterly 
detached  from  the  daily  rhythms  of 
bookselling.  (Sybil  is,  apparently,  the  one 
who  really  runs  the  store.)  Grumbach  prefers 
contemplating  the  sea,  travelling  to  beautiful 
spots  in  France  and  Mexico,  and 
remembering  the  joys  and  trials  of  her 
literary  life. 

Is  this  “gay  literature”?  Is  Grumbach  a 
“gay  writer?”  Are  we  entering  a  post- 
Stonewall  era  in  which  the  presence  or 
absence  of  homosexual  feeling  or  behavior 
will  be  considering  a  trifling  detail — or  even 
altogether  irrelevant — in  biography  and 
fiction?  Personally,  I  doubt  it.  But  clearly, 
not  everyone  shares  my  view.  Coming  Into 
The  End  Zone  raises  some  of  the  same 
important  questions  about  the  status  of  gay 
identity  that  are  being  asked  by  people  very 
different  than  Gmmbach  in  both  experience 
and  temperament 

For  example,  even  the  young  gay  men  and 
lesbians  who  participate  angrily  in  direct 
action  groups  like  Queer  Nation  dream  up 
events  like  Queer  Weddings  and  Queer  Mall 
Outings,  expressing  simultaneous  impulses 
toward  and  away  from  inclusion. 
Intellectuals  have  certainly  publicized  their 
misgivings  about  the  possibility  of  pinning 
down  the  cultural  and  historical  specifics  of 
gay  love  and  desire,  and  sometimes  conclude 
that  it  may  not  even  be  desirable  to  do  so. 
Contemporary  authors  are  as  likely  to  chafe 
under  the  weight  of  the  label  “gay  writer”  as 
to  claim  it  with  pride.  They  may  have 
discovered  what  a  good  excuse  it  can  be  to 
dismiss  their  work  as  simply  another 
“minority”  perspective,  allegedly  lacking  in 
universal  meaning  no  matter  how  important 
or  well  written.  Or  they  may  resent  the  “gay” 
designation  as  a  false  and  unsympathetic 
imposition  their  work. 

Coming  Into  The  End  Zone  does  not 
address  any  of  these  issues  directly,  though 
it  did  raise  them  indirectly,  at  least  for  me.  If 
you’re  a  Grumbach  fan,  definitely  read  the 
book.  If  excellent  prose  is  enough  to  satisfy 
you,  you  might  want  to  give  it  a  try,  too.  If 
you’re  hungry  for  an  •  openly  gay 
autobiography  where  the  writing  sparkles, 
try  Martin  Duberman’s  Cures  (Dutton)  or 
Kate  Millett’s  The  Loony  Bin  Trip  (Simon  & 
Schuster).  Or  look  for  Cancer  in  Two  Voices 
by  Sandra  Butler  and  Barbara  Rosenblum 
(Spinsters)  this  fall.  But  if  what  you  want  is 
to  explore  the  big  questions  and 
controversies  swirling  around  gay  and 
lesbian  writing  today,  you  can  look  forward 
to  the  next  OutWrite  conference.  The  good 
news  is  that  it  will  be  held  here  in  Boston: 
March  20-22,  1992.  Stay  tuned  to  GCN,  co¬ 
sponsor  with  Out! Look  magazine,  for  further 
details.  □ 
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T:  So  I  can  see  Lois  is  going  to  have 
star  treatment  for  the  next  few 
months.  Now,  what's  the  deal  with 
her?  is  she  ever  going  to  change? 

A:  I  talk  about  that  in  my  slide  show.  I 
tried  to  change  Lois,  but  then  I  realized,  who 
am  I  to  change  Lois?  I  like  her  how  she  is. 

T:  How  about  Just  changing  her  hair? 

A:  How  do  you  want  me  to  change  her 
hair? 

T:  I  don’t  know. 

A:  Getting  tired  of  it? 

T:  Yeah,  I  guess  It's  'cause  I  know  too 
many  people  who  look  like  Lois. 

A:  Oh. 

T:  Maybe  you  could  send  her  into  this 
glamourazzl  glamour  dyke  thing.  How 
about  a  wig?  Get  the  big  hair  thing 
happening. 
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A:  (Laughs).  Oh,  yeah! 

T:  Anyway,  what  else  do  you  want  to 
tell  me?  The  slide  show  is  guaranteed 
to  explain  a  lot  about  how  you  go 
about  the  strip  and  where  the 
characters  came  from  and  where 
they’re  going.  And  about  you,  of 
course.... 

A:  Hey,  hang  on  a  second. 

T:  What? 

A:  I  think  my  cat  is  throwing  up.  Julia!  Oh 
my  god,  she  never  throws  up. 

T:  Do  you  have  to  go? 

A:  Well,  no.  I  can’t  stop  her. 

T:  Maybe  get  the  handiwipes  out? 

A:  Sorry  about  that.  It’s  just  upsetting. 

T:  Sure,  that’s  okay.  How  many  cats 
do  you  have? 

A:  Just  one.  She  only  threw  up  once  or 
twice  before. 

T:  And  what  was  happening  In  the  life 
of  Julia? 

A:  Once  it  was  really  hot  and  once  she 
was  stressed  out.  I’m  really  sorry. 

T:  That’s  okay,  I’ll  Just  Include  this  In 
the  Interview. 

A:  I’m  not  always  like  this. 

T:  That’s  okay.  Cat  puke  can  only  go 
so  far,  let’s  talk  political  crap.  In  a 
1989  GCN  Interview  you  said  you're 
not  too  political  in  your  work. 

A:  I’m  wishy-washy. 

T:  The  world  is  going  to  hell,  as  far  as 
I’m  concerned.  This  Robert  Gates 
confirmation  thing  Is  happening. 

A:  Well,  yesterday  it  sounded  like  there 
was  some  hesitation  about  Gates  and  about 
Clarence  Thomas. 

T:  Well,  you  know  it's  going  to 
happen.  Or  don’t  you? 

A:  You  do  know.  I  just  did  a  strip  about 
Oliver  North  getting  off  the  hook....  Oh  man, 
what  is  the  matt?  with  this  cat?  Honey? 

T:  Does  she  not  like  you  talking  on 
the  phone? 

A:  Maybe  not...  I  just  feel  like  we’re  all 
so  jaded.  We  just  expect  the  worst  to  happen 
and  it  does.  Look  at  what  these  madmen  do. 

T:  Go  ahead.  Go  off. 

A:  That’s  what  they  are!  Just  a  bunch  of 
madmen!  I  don’t  know.  I  don’t  really.  To  tell 
you  the  truth,  my  personal  life  is  such  a  mess 
I  haven’t  been  fretting  too  much  about  the 
global  situation.  But  you  know  what?  I  think 
that  those  are  not  unrelated.  Everyone  I 
know  is  having  a  horrible  emotional  time 
right  now.  I  think  we  just  live  in  such  a 
skewed,  awful,  evil  world  that  it’s 
impossible  to  keep  your  shit  together.  Which 
is  how  they  keep  doing  it. 

T:  I  had  this  fear  that  you  were  going 
to  be  the  P.C.  Police  gone  awry. 

A:  You  really  thought  that?  There’s  a  thin 
line  between  guilt  and  taking  responsibility.  I 
do  have  my  judgmental  side  when  I  try  to 
tell  people  what  they  should  do. 

T:  You  do  that? 

A:  I  don’t  do  it  so  much  as  I  think.  I  was 
just  talking  about  this  with  a  friend.  We  were 
talking  about  the  whole  p.c.  thing  and  how 
the  right-wing  has  co-opted  it  and  turned  it 
against  us.  What  we’re  losing  in  all  of  this 
are  the  fundamental  principles  of  political 
correctness,  which  are  very  worthy.  I  guess  I 
just  feel  so  confused  lately. 

T:  Are  you  confused  about  your 
sexual  Identity? 

A:  ( Laughs )  No.  No,  that’s  the  one  thing 
I'm  not  confused  about.  I  guess  I  get  really 
confused  about  the  real  difference  between 
them  and  us,  ya’  know? 

T:  You  don't  think  there's  a 
qualitative  difference  between  the  left 
and  the  right? 

A:  No!  I  absolutely  do!  I  don’t  want  to 
make  it  sound  like  I  don’t.  I’m  so  bad  about 
talking  about  political  ideas.  I  always  wind 
up  sounding  like  a  goon  ball. 

T:  That's  okay. 

A:  No,  don’t  say  that.  Don’t  say  those 
words.  Say  “jerk.” 

T:  You  are  not  a  Jerk.  You’re  a  fine 
person.  I'm  sure  you  know  that.  You 
don't  need  to  hear  it  from  me. 

A:  Thank  you,  Trixi!  I  love  hearing  that 
from  you!  Come  see  my  slideshow. 
Everyone  should  see  my  slide  show.  □ 

Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For  The  Slideshow 
will  be  presented  Fridays  Oct.  18,  8  pm.  at 
Mass.  College  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave., 
Boston.  Tix  are  $12  in  advance  at  Hew 
Words,  Arborway  Video  ( J.P. ),  Glad  Day 
Books  and  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  or  by  calling  247-2273. 
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U.S.  IMMIGRATION  LAW: 

LESBIAN,  GAY  AND  HIV  ISSUES 

A  number  of  changes  in  immigration,  visa  and  work  permit 
laws  have  made  the  process  of  obtaining  citizenship  more  difficult, 
especially  for  lesbians,  gay  men  and  those  who  are  HIV  positive. 
Please  join  us  for  a  discussion  of  these  issues  with  a  panel  of 
immigration  attorneys  who  will  also  be  available  to  answer 
questions  about  the  law. 

THURSDAY, 

OCTOBER  17,  1991 
7:00  P.M. 

BERKLEE  COLLEGE  OF  MUSIC, 

1 140  BOYLSTON  ST.  (ACCESSIBLE  BY  THE  T;  TAKE 
THE  GREEN  LINE  TO  THE  HYNES/ICA  STOP 

PANELISTS  INCLUDE:  Richard  landoli  Esq. 

Fernando  Chang-Muy,  Legal  Counselor,  Legal  Counseling 
Project,  Office  of  U.N.  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees 

SPONSORS:  GLAD,  AMALGM  (Alliance  of  Massachusetts 
Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men),  Club  Antorcha, 

The  International  Institute  of  Boston, 

The  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bar  Association 

The  forum  is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  The  room  is  wheelchair 
accessible.  The  forum  will  be  ASL  interpreted. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  CALL  426-1350 
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FACT:  You  can  get  infected  with  HIV 
through  just  one  unsafe  encounter. 


The  point  is  not  how  many  guys  you  sleep  with, 
but  rather  what  you  do  with  them. 

Whether  you  have  many  partners  or  only  one, 
you  are  at  risk  if  you  don't  practice  safer  sex 
every  time. 

Safer  Sex,  Testing,  and  Early  Treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  life, 

and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90s. 


AIDS  ACTION  Hotline  (617)  536-7733.  or 
III\’  Resource  Library  4378-6200.  ext.  432 

This  ad  \xiid  for  by  AIDS  Action  Committee 


Just  $1 .50  per  minute,  1 0  minute  minimum. 
You  must  be  18  or  older. 
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1-900 

535- 

LICK 

Live 

UNSENSORED 
Phone  Talk! 

The  Only  Phone 
#’s  You  Need! 


"(jo.  ahead,  Pick  up 
that  phone  -  (jetteady 
to  ifoohe!" 


When  Was  The 
Last  Time  You 
Found  TWO 
Hot  #’s  In 
One  Night? 


1-900 

386- 

LICK 


□  1  year  (49  issues)  $39 

□  1  year ,  Institututlonal  $55 

□  2  year  (98  issues)  $67 

□  3  years  (147  issues)  $95 

□  6  months  (25  issues  )  $25 

□  6  months,  low  Income  $14 
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□  VISA 

Acct.if: 


Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount:  $_ 
Signature: _ 


INTO  THE  HABIT 
OF  SAVING 
WITH  A  HOME 
SUBSCRIPTION  TO 


□  I  am  interested  in  GCN's  Sustained 
Program  (pledging  $120+/year) 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free 

sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 

order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 


□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to 

my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Foreign  lubccrlptlont,  add  50%  payablt  with  a 

postal  monoy  ordar.  GCN's  subscription  rates 
are  for  wtttiln  the  U  S.  APO  &  FPO.  Amounts 
received  In  excess  of  the  subscription  price  will 
be  considered  donations.  GCN  Is  published  by 
the  non-profit ,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation. 


Help  us  spread  the  word  by  sending  e 
complimentary  copy  of  GCN  to: 


Name _ 

Address^ 

City _ 

State 


-Zip- 
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YOU’VE  TRIED  THE  REST... 
COME  BACK  TO  THE  BEST! 


•  Thousands  of  Voice  Ads 

•  Dozens  of  Categories 

•  Hot  Dates  and  Friends 

•  Phone  Numbers  OR  Voicemail 

•  WHY  SETTLE  FOR  LESS? 


ONNEGTIONS 


TALKING  PERSONALS 


1-900-646-4646 


Everywhere  $2/min. 


VISA  OR  MC-HAVE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD  READY! 

1-800-669-DATE 

$2/min  +50C  service  charge  per  call-Touch-Tone  phone  required 
Gay  owned  and  operated.  More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext:  1803 


What  Oprah, 
Phil,  &  Sally 
haven't  talked 
about  yet  ! 


and  The 
Lives 


•  Do  you  prefer  men  of  the  same  HIV  status? 

•  How  does  HIV  status  impact 
who  you  have  sex  with  and  date? 

•  How  does  knowing  the  HIV  status  of  your  partner 
affect  what  you  do  in  bed? 

•  Two’s  company  -  three’s  a  crowd. 

Is  HIV  interfering  in  your  relationships? 

Join  us  for  a  panel  discussion  and  hear  how  different  gay 
men  are  dealing  with  these  questions. 


Friday,  October  25th,  1991 
7-9PM 

John  Hancock  Hall 
180  Berkeley  Street 
Free  Admission 


'rostnvo^,i^f+oM,-5l 


Niasc 


^  very  "  own*  f°r 


Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  and  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center.  For  more  info  call  (617)437-6200,  ext  499 
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ONE-TO-ONE 

VOICEMAIL 
PERSONALS  TOO! 

1-900 

776-0069 


1  -900-884-2288 


$2  min 


HAVE  SOME 
FUN! 


Personals 

Confessions 

Fantasies 


1  -900-FUN: 


Personals 


Midwest  GWF  seeks  Pen  Pals,  New  England  area 
for  friendship,  possible  visits.  All  replies 
answered.  Let's  be  friends.  GCN  Box  1 90  (15) 


Help  Wanted 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

I  -900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


Gay  man — kind,  honest,  witty,  out — looking  for 
same  for  monogamous  relationship.  I'm  31  and 
spend  lots  of  time  swimming,  reading,  writing, 
going  to  museums,  listening  to  music — especially 
Beethoven,  BartOk,  Coltraine  and  contemporary 
experimentalists.  I'm  a  vegetarian,  my  politics  to 
the  left,  and  I'm  active  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  To  me,  the  only  important  part  of 
your  ethnicity  and  religion  is  that  you're  proud  of 
them.  Idiosyncrasies  are  highly  encouraged.  Your 
response  will  surely  beget  mine.  GCN  Box  901 . 


L/COUPLE  39+ 

living  on  the  North  Shore  would  like  to  meet  new 
friends  for  light  and  easy  socializing,  informal  get 
togethers,  pot  luck  dinners,  etc.  Also  interested  in 
learning  about  any  local  area  social  groups.  No 
causes,  no  drugs,  just  discrete,  down  to  earth, 
easy  going  people  with  a  sense  of  humor.  We 
would  like  to  meet  the  same.  GCN  Box  968  (12) 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 

German  GM,  new  in  town,  seeks  real  friends  for 
talking,  listening,  movies,  dining,  fun  and  other 
social  events.  I  am  33,6T",  brown  hair  and 
moustache.  Call  262-1297 


NEW  GIRL  IN  TOWN 

Even  though  I've  been  in  Boston  a  year,  I  still  feel 
like  I'm  new  in  town.  Body  builder  type  who 
sometimes  wishes  she  had  no  politics  but  can’t 
help  being  socially  aware  seeks  cute  leatherdyke 
who  knows  who  she  is,  what  she  wants  and  is 
able  to  play.  GCN  009  (12) 


Announcements 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


G/U  IMMIGRANTS 

Grad  student  wants  to  interview  you  for  oral 
history  project.  Two  one-hour  interviews, 
confidential.  Pre-1980  arrival  best.  Please  call! 
Lori  576-1604  (13) 


CATS  ARE  NICE 

But  try  “Wry  Rats  (Wry  Not?)”  Clean,  quiet, 
intelligent,  lovable,  gentle  and  easy  to  care  for. 
Wonderful  pets.  Babies  available  now.  Home 
bred,  hand  raised.  508-877-3292.  (11) 


Volunteers 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  62o-2121. 


The  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  is  seeking 
volunteers  to  give  a  break  to  someone  who  cares 
for  an  adult  or  child  with  HIV.  Approximately  4 
hours  a  week.  Call  Laura  Derman  at  437-6200 
ext.  233  (12) 


Job  Sought 


WANTED 

mature,  serious  but  lighthearted  female 
singer — coming  back  into  music  would  like  to 
team  up  w/piano  player  or  group  for  nightclub, 
hotel  type  of  gigs — call  (508)  281-3156.  Leave 
message.  (13) 


PROFESSIONAL 

Mature,  dependable,  hardworking,  flexible 
generalist,  early  40s,  M.A.  degree,  presently  in 
human  services,  seeks  position  with  interesting, 
friendly,  committed  staff,  26K+,  in  any 
professional  field  in  Boston  area.  It's  a  tough  job 
market.. .interview  me — you  won’t  regret  it — I'm  a 
good  employee.  Circle  this  advert,  cut  it  out  of 
thepaper,  and  call  me  now:  (617)666-0184  (13) 


Man,  33,  is  looking  for  serious  weekend  job. 
Please  call  262-1297.  (13) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25  f,  business  ads  35( 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25 1  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  350  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  $15 

TOTAL 
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□ 
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$ 

□ 
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$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

$ 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

□ 

SERVICES 

□ 
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$ 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  AU  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


THE  AIDS  PROJECT 

Announces  a  new  position: 

SUPPORT  SERVICES 
COORDINATOR 

Responsible  for  planning,  development,  and 
supervision  of  a  comprehensive  and 
coordinated  program  of  client  support 
services,  including  case  management  and 
support  groups.  M.S.W.  or  equivalent  with 
relevant  clinical,  program  development,  and 
supervisory  experience.  Position  requires 
AIDS  sensitivity  and  ability  to  work  with 
diverse  populations.  We  are  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 

Please  send  resume  by  October  19  to: 

THE  AIDS  PROJECT 

22  Monument  Square,  5th  Floor 
Portland,  ME  04101 

Live-in  housekeeping  office  position  for  women’s 
guesthouse  in  P-town.  Call  Gabriel's  (508)  487- 
3232.  (14) 


Services 


IT’S  GETTING  COLD,  MEN... 

Tried  it  all  to  find  Mr.  Right?  Not  yet.. .Call  RMC 
(617)  848-0027.  We  want  to  introduce  you  to  the 
men  you  want  to  meet.  (14) 


Juanensstnill 


Alternative  Travel  Itineraries 


245  NEWBURY  STREET 
BOSTON  MA  02116 
(617)  536-2525 


The  Law  Offices  of 

<  David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probale  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


1 

.  •  .  ;  •  ...  ’  •  '  • '  '  •  •  •  '  '  • 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  • 


ipflpwfjy 

IfraTscHooum 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  cohdltlons 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 


Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

Coput  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 

Health  insurance  accepted 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


COME  STUFF 
THE  PAPER 
FRIDAY  NIGHT 
AT  GCN.  CALL 
426-4469 

OCTOBER  13-19,  1991  •  13 


Roommates 


Apartments 


TRY  GCNPS 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and 
housemate  ads  that  are 
prepaid  for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


TWO  NICE  GIRLS 

and  their  charming  cats  seek  groovy  dyke  to  share 
our  veggie,  easygoing  houshold.  Sunny,  spacious, 
close  to  T  and  bicycle  path.  We're  political, 
independent  dykes  in  a  communicative  home. 
Sound  like  you'd  fit  in?  Call  524-2952.  Rent  is  a 
low,  low  $216+. 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished 
room  in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home. 
Central  air,  washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable, 
deck,  gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $395  including 
utilities.  665-6082  (10) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LFs  seek  3rd.  Beautiful  3  bedroom  apt.  Porch, 
washer  and  dryer,  wood  floors.  5  min  walk  to  T, 
green  line  and  pond.  $316  plus  utilities.  524- 
867Z  (9) 


QUEER  CAMBRIDGEPORT 
COOP 

We're  looking  for  wimmin,  women  or  girlz  for 
mixed  dyke/fag  home.  Our  fabulously  beautiful 
longstanding  co-op  is  conveniently  located  in  a 
safe,  friendly  neighborhood.  Five  minutes  from 
red  line.  864-1466 


EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs, 
minimum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment 
$366+,  643-2426. 


JAMAICA  PLAIN-ROOMMATE 

seeking  roommate  for  large  comfortable  house 
near  orange  line  and  Arboretum.  Good 
atmosphere,  friendly,  quiet,  great  house — new 
kitchen,  bath,  deck,  yard  and  parking.  $350 
includes  all  expenses.  522-6723  (13) 


Join  our  happy  house  tucked  away  in  the  woods 
near  a  lake.  3  men  and  cat.  South  Reading  area 
just  15  minutes  from  Boston  $367.  246-1905  (14) 


BEAUTIFUL  JAMAICA  PLAIN  APT 

BiF  looking  for  woman  roommate  to  share 
beautiful,  spacious  pondside  two  bedroom 
apartment.  Off  street  parking,  yard,  W/D,  $425+ 
util.  Avail.  Oct.  1 .  522-4904,  Liz.  (1 3) 


Framingham  convienent  location — Amethyst 
household  looking  for  mature  lesbian  female  to 
share  apt.  $350  per  month  includes  all.  Call 
Ginny  (508)  820-4354.  (15) 


BRIGHAM  CIRCLE  HARVARD  MED  AREA 

2  professional  GM  seek  3rd  to  share  3  bedroom. 
Beautiful,  fully  rennovated,  with  hardwood 
floors,  washer/dryer,  dishwasher,  modem  bath, 
huge  eat-in  kitchen,  large  sunny  living  room, 
ceiling  fans.  2  minute  walk  to  T,  shopping,  etc. 
$350  a  month+  in  friendly,  residential 
neighborhood.  731-3305.  (14) 


WALK  TO  RIVER  &  RED  LINE 

GM,  SF,  SM  seek  F,  25+  for  Cambridgeport  semi¬ 
coop  home.  Share  warmth,  humor,  left  &  feminist 
politics,  food,  some  meals.  W/D,  deck.porch,  1 
cal,  no  more  please.  No  smoke.  $305+.  Available 
now.  354-6740.  (14) 


MELVILLE  PARK 

2LF,  GM  seek  1  more.  LR,  DR,  sunrm,  porch, 
mega  yard,  BIG  bedim.  Near  T.  $325+.  825-2722. 

(14) 


CAMBRIDGE-FRESH  POND 

3  LF  seek  4th.  Spacious,  friendly  2-floor  home. 
Deck,  porch,  W/D,  wood,  greenery.  Easy  parking, 
T-busline.  Great  landlord.  You:  mature, 
communicative.  No  smoking,  pets,  drugs.  $375+. 
354-0748.  (14) 


CAMBRIDGEPORT 

2  LFs  seek  same  for  3  floor  house.  Parking  near 
T,  have  cat  and  dog.  Call  in  a.m.  or  p.m.  661- 
6771  (hrsh) 


SOMERVILLE,  WEST 

2  bedim  apt  w/  off  st.  parking,  W/D  and  wall  to 
wall  $685  +  util,  (gas)  628-3028  (1 3) 


Trees,  view,  breezes,  sunlight,  hardwood,  offstreet 
parking.  Quiet  neighborhood  near  T.  One 
bedroom  apartment  $485  including  all  utilities. 
Drugffee  women  and  gay  house.  436-2583.  (15) 


CALL  828-5416 

Must  see!  Mattapan  3-fam.  apartments.  Pets 
possible.  2  BR.  $700  heat  included.  (18) 


Movers 


Appleton  Moving  Company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (V19,i9) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women’s  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


GAYELLOW  (X 
NS  PAGES  |A 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  States. 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
lus  nationwide  resources  including 
eadquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  man  order  companies, 
etc  SI 2.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  MidwesL  64  pages  AL 
A Z.  AR,  FL.  GA.  KS,  KY,  LA.  MS.  MO.  NM.  NC, 
OK,  PR,  SC.  TN,  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands.  VA. 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE.  DC.  ME.  MA.  NH,  OH. 

PA,  Rl.  VT,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


40?  OLDER?  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE?  Contact 
guys  from  Maine  to  D.C.  For  list,  $100  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept  G,  POB  2357, 
Princetown  NJ  08543.  (14) 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women  s 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81. (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
S150sub.  S6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we  re  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (v.  19J.16) 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Heppne 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and  6-11  PM  Sunday 

The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

An  inmate  in  the  NYS  Prison  System  has 
developed  “Inmate-to-Inmate,”  a  helpful 
brochure  and  resource  list  directed  at 
those  who  have  been  informed  they  are 
HIV  infected,  but  equally  instructive  to 
those  who  are  not  HIV+.  The  topics 
covered  range  from  “What  is  AIDS?” 
and  “How  Long  Do  I  Got  (To  Live)?” 

The  brochure  was  approved  by  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  and  Chief  Medical 
Officer  for  the  NYS  Department  of 
Correctional  Services,  Dr.  Robert 
Greifinger,  who  promised  to  try  to  get 
DOCS  to  publish  it  and  distribute  it 
throughout  the  DOCS  system.  The 
author,  a  trained  social  worker,  was 
recently  released  on  parole  and  hopes  to 
raise  support  and  publish  and  distribute 
“Inmate-To-Inmate”  throughout  the 
country.  For  information,  contact  Gilbert 
Serrano  c/o  PWAC.,  31  W.  26th  St.,  NY, 
NY  10010.  Letters  only;  no  phone  calls, 
please. 


I'm  a  26  year  old,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes, 
sweet,  sexy,  and  sassy  TV.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  men  of  all  races  to  share 
relationships  with.  Photos  would  be  nice, 
but  not  necessary,  will  write  all  men. 
Nickname:  Ms.  DeDe,  Michael  O'Dell, 
#186830,  F-3-32,  P.O.  Box  97,  Mac  Alester, 
OK  74502-0097 


Not  your  run  of  the  mill  man.  Innovative 
and  I  am  being  released  in  January  ’92. 1  am 
sincere  and  intelligent.  I  am  told  by  many 
that  I  am  handsome.  I  am  5’11,  165  lbs., 
black  hair,  cut  in  a  crew  cut,  I  am  in  good 
shape  and  I  am  24  years  old.  I  am  masculine 
acting/appearing.  I  would  like  some  pen 
pals.  Your  photo  gets  mine.  Everett 
Harwood,  D-24542,  250-1-41U  P.O.  Box  9, 
Avenal,  CA  93294 


Gay  male,  21  years  old  with  a  good  sense  of 
humor,  great  body  and  is  compassionate. 
Very  loving  and  would  do  almost  anything 
to  please  his  lover,  seeks  a  transsexual  or 
T.V  gay  lover  who  is  sincere  and  very  easy 
to  get  along  with  and  believes  in  down  to 
earth  real  true  loving.  Joseph  Englebert, 
P.O.  Box  B,  #55893,  Arizona  State  Prison, 
Florence,  AZ,  85232 


I'm  a  nice  looking  man,  36  years  old.  5’6 
tall.  Blonde  hair,  blue  eyes.  150  lbs.  My 
interests  are  to  write  other  people  who 
would  write  me,  and  not  to  feel  sorry  for  me 
because  I  do  have  HIV,  ARC.  Herbert 
Spencer,  #63886,  Box  1010  Canon  City, 
CO.  81215 


GWM,  24,  brn  hair/eyes,  5'9,  156  lbs. 
physically  fit,  likes  country  and  rock  music, 
sports.  I'm  serving  out  in  March  of 
'92 — looking  for  someone  older,  but  fit  and 
energetic  to  guide  and  help  me  get  a  shot  in 
life.  Photo  gets  photo.  Michael  Harris, 
#98335.  NTC,  Dorm  6-LL,  P.O.  Box  479. 
Burgin,  KY  40310 


B/M  28  years  old,  6  feet,  200,  gay  and  less 
than  13  mo.  before  release.  Looking  for 
sincere,  warm,  healthy  and  honest  person  to 
share  my  life  with.  Race  unimportant.  Write 
Ricardo.  D.  Wardlaw,  #881141,  Box  41  (N- 
S-B)  Michigan  City,  Ind.  46360 


‘‘TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

Women,  AIDS  &  Activism,  a  compilation 
of  essays  written  by  and  about  women  is 
available  free  to  women  in  prison. 
Specify  whether  you  would  like  a  copy  in 
English  or  Spanish.  Write  to  569 
Webster  Ave.,  Apt.  C5,  New  Rochelle, 
NY  10801 


I’m  lost  on  how  to  write  this  because  its  the 
first  time  I've  ever  written  for  a  pen-pal,  and 
“most  important,”  I've  never  acknowledged 
the  fact  that  I'm  gay  or  bi!  Would  you 
believe  I’m  getting  a  big  kick  out  of  saying 
that;  myself — gay!  (smile).  I'm  Caucasian 
with  a  dash  of  American  Indian.  I'm  46.  I 
enjoy  reading  a  great  deal,  at  this  time  I'm 
reading  "The  Court  of  the  Lion”,  a  novel 
about  the  T’ang  Dynasty,  which  I  find 
fascinating.  I  listen  to  Blues  mostly,  with  a 
dash  of  Classical  on  side.  I'm  athletic,  and 
see  to  it  I  stay  healthy  and  physically  fit  I 
know  this  must  sound  superficial. ..I’ll  part 
with  this  feeling  of  the  unknown.  Todd  S. 
Alexander  (“Alex”),  #74603-012,  MDCLA, 
P.O.Box  1500,  6  North;  Rm  #60,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  (0053 


Incarcerated  39  yr.  old  male  seeking  long 
term  friendship/relationship.  Been  behind 
bars  15  yrs.  If  not  sincere,  don't  answer  this 
ad.  Mr.  William  L.  Thompson  #053779, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Florida  Stale  Prison,  Starke, 
FI.  32091 


Blue  eyed  GM  seeking  that  mature  friend. 
To  be  released  92-93.  Need  assistance  in 
and  out  to  help  me  make  it.  (Parole  plan 
needed).  H.D.  Hay  #263672,  Wynne  Unit; 
Huntsvill,  TX  77349.  Only  serious  and 
sincere  need  write. 


Sweet,  TV  queen — wants  to  write  TVs  and 
TS's  for  girl  talk.  I  can't  write  prisoners.  I'm 
federal.  I'm  white  and  26  yrs  old.  I'm 
Catholic.  Jimi  Neavill  #20768-044,  P.O. 
Box  4000,  Springfield,  MO  65808 


Macho  man,  28  yrs.  old,  beard,  heavy  build, 
muscular,  looking  to  write  TVs  or  TS's 
brown,  hair,  hazel  eyes.  Looking  for  friend 
maybe  lover.  Fed.  prisoner  released  in  2  yrs. 
Steven  E.  Hill  #04311-018,  P.O.  Box  4000, 
Springfield,  MO.  65808 


White  gay  country  boy,  24.  Very  dominanL 
Interests  are  horses,  the  outdoors,  and  free, 
easy  going  people.  Hobbies  include: 
writing,  body  building  and  swimming.  I 
answer  all  letters,  Cole  McCoy  #518898, 
Rt  4,  Box  1200,  Rosharon,  TZ  77583 


BGM,  29  y.o.,  5'8  tall,  165  lbs.,  black  hair, 
brown  eyes,  nice  lustful  looking  body,  well 
hung,  affectionate,  get  out  in  ’92,  will 
relocate  after  my  release.  Please  reply  with 
photo,  race  doesn't  matter.  Larry  Wilson 
#106215,  Camp  J-Gator,  1R7,  La.  State 
Penitentiary,  Angola,  LA  70712 


Boston  ♦  Randy  Allen  is  Betty  Davis  in  his 
one  man  show.  Q&A  with  "Betty  Davis"  in  2nd 
act.  Show  runs  Thurs  -  Sun.  10/10-10/20. 

Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  St.  6  and  8pm 
$13.50,  $15.50  at  Club  Cabaret  Box  Office. 
For  info  536-0972.  Pictured  right:  Randy  Allen 


1  2  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Wild  Women  day  trip  to  pick  apples.  $1 
donation  to  DOB.  Into:  Steph  625-9551. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  singles  discuss  'Singles 
Again'.  7:00pm.  DOB  $1.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Info:  661-1633. 

Vermont  ♦  Columbus  Day  weekend  In  Vermont 
sponsored  by  the  Chlltern  Mountain  Club.  10/12- 
10/12.  Info:  Bob  266-3812  or  (802)  333-9448 

Boston  ♦  Randy  Allen  Is  Betty  Davis  In  his  one 
man  show.  Shows:  Thurs-  Sun.  10/10-10/20.  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  St.  $13.50,  $15.50  at  Club 
Cabaret  Box  Office.  For  Info  536-0972 

1 3  Sunday 

Cambridge  ♦  Wild  Women  climb  Mt.  Monadnock. 
Morning  carpool  from  DOB,  Cambridge.  Info:  Tina 
776-0315. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Irena  Klepflsz  booksigning.  The 
author  of  ‘Dreams  of  an  Insomniac:  Jewish 
Feminist  Essays,  Speeches,  and  Diatribes'  will  be 
reading  ft  signing  her  work  at  Crones'  Harvest  3:00- 
5:00pm.  761  Centre  St.  Info:  983-9530. 

15  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  'Gays  In  the  Workplace"  sponsored  by 
Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  8:00-10:00pm. 
Undemann  Center,  25  Stanlford  St.,  Boston  Room 
(plaza  level).  Info:  742-7897. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  coming-out  group.  Featuring 
New  Age  Pioneers  puppets.  7:00pm.  $1 . 

DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  Info:  661-3633. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  Regional  Alliance  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  meeting.  6pm.-7:30pm.  at 
the  Civic  League  Building,  214  Concord  St.  Info: 
F.R.A.G.L.Y.,  P.O.  Box  426  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

1 7  Thursday 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Marilyn  Murphy  booksigning. 
Author  of  "Are  You  Girls  Traveling  Alone?: 
Adventures  In  Lesblanlc  Logic.’  Crones'  Harvest, 
7:30pm.  761  Centre  St.  Info:  983-9530. 

Boston  ♦  Discussion  Group  for  HIV  Negative  Gay 
and  Bisexual  Men.  Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee  and  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series.  7:00- 
9:00pm.  at  the  Old  South  Church,  645  Boylston  St. 
4th  Floor.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  267-0900 
x287. 

18  Friday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  open  discussion  group.1- 
3pm.  $1.  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Mandy  Patlnkin  In  Concert:  Dress  Casual 
at  the  Wilbur  Theatre.  Join  the  Greater  Boston 
Business  Council.  Limited  number  of  discounted 
tickets  available.  $26.  Info:  446-7872. 

Cambridge  ♦  “Circles  of  Madness:  Mothers  of  the 
Plaza  De  Mayo*  Photographs  and  Poetry  by 
Marjorie  Agosln.  Sponsored  by  Amnesty 
International.  Reception/Poetry  Reading  6:00- 
8:00pm. 

Cambridge  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  41  Second  St. 
Wheelchair  access bte.  Info:  577-1400. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for 
older  gay  men,  will  hold  Its  First  International 
Convention  at  the  Provlncetown  Inn,  10/18-10/20. 
Info:  Prime  Timers,  P.O.  Box  18-0010,  Boston,  MA 
02118-0010,262-8685. 

19  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Wild  Women  eftemoon  trip  to  Nevkxjry  St. 
art  galleries.  Sponsored  by  DOB.  Info:  Linda  326- 
9164. 

Belmont  ♦  Mill  Berme)o  and  Dan  Greenspan  will 
perform  at  Benefit  Concert  and  Delegation  send  off 
sponsored  by  the  El  Salvador  Sister  City 
Committees  for  Arlington,  Belmont  and  Watertown. 
8:00pm.  at  the  Beth  El  Temple.  2  Concord  Ave., 
near  Fresh  Pond.  Wheelchair  Accessible.  $10.  Info: 
924-6469. 

Allston  ♦  John  Casey  at  the  Evil  Twin  Gallery. 
Opening  Reception  7:00pm.  107  Brighton  Ave. 

20  Sunday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  writers'  group.  1-3pm.  $1. 
DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  Info:  661-3633. 

Dorchester  ♦  Todd  and  Michael's  Silent  Movie 
Night:  Showing  Lilian  Gish  silent  fHms,  with  music 
scores,  projected  on  a  big  screen.  7:00pm.  Info: 
288-0391. 

North  Framingham  ♦  WOBBLES  (West  of  Boston 
Lesbians)  visits  botanical  garden  'Garden  in  the 
Woods'  12:00pm.  Info:  Janls  (508)  386-7737  or 
write  P.O.  Box  292,  Marfcono,  MA  01752. 

Boston  ♦  Pop  Smear  ft  the  Red  Hot  Vulvas  at 
Venus  Rising.  Doors  9:00pm.,  show  9:30pm.  $6 
after  11pm.  $3.  Leather  go-go  girts,  videos,  musk:  ft 
dancing  tl  2am.  11  Lansdowne  St.  Info:  421-9595. 


21  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  annual  elections.  8:00pm.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Info: 
661-3633. 

22  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  20  something  discuss 
political  awareness.  8:00pm.  $1.  DOB,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation.  An 
orientation  will  be  held  at  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  offices  at  7:30pm.  131  Clarendon  St. 
Info:  437-6200  X450. 

New  York  ♦  'Lasting  Impressions:  Women  with 
Tattoos'  an  exhibition  of  photography  presented  by 
The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services  Center 
National  Museum  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  History. 
Reception  for  the  photographers  6:00-8:00pm. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services  Center,  208 
W.  13th  St.  Info:  (212)  620-7310. 

23  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  The  Greater  Boston  Business  Council 
dinner  meeting.  7:00pm.  Admission  is  $15  for 
GBBCmembers.  and  $22  for  non-members. 
Reservations  required.  For  reservations  call  the 
GBBC  24hour  Hotline  446-7872. 

Boston  ♦  The  Flirtations  at  Club  Cabaret.  8:00pm. 
209  Columbus  Ave.  Also  10/24  ft  10/25.  Info:  536- 
0966. 

Boston  ♦  "My  Sister  In  This  House'  by  Wendy 
Kesselman.  Presented  by  the  Emerson  Stage. 
Playing  through  the  26th  and  10/30-11/2.  All 
performances  are  at  8:00pm.  Admission  price  $8. 
Brimmer  Street  Studio  Theatre,  69  Brimmer  Street. 
Info:  578-8785.24  Thursday 

25  Friday 

Boston  ♦  “The  Lost  Boys"  at  the  Friday  Night  Video 
Series  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  CommunltyCenter. 
7:00pm.  $2.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  floor." 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  12:15 
p.m.  at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282- 
0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-ln  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrldeTime — Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 


Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoln.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  NewPury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Sports,  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 
volleyball  6  p.m.  Ill  dark.  $1 .  Info:  Steph  625-9551. 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoln 
St.  5:30  p.m.  536-6518. 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  227-5794. 
Provlncetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30 
p.m.  96  Bradford  St.  (P'Town  AIDS  Support  Grp.). 
Pot  luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worshlp/Fellowshp.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Govt 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show.  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  a.m. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  1225  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chlltern  Downhil  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
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AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location.  Local  26,  62  Berkeley,  3rdF!oor. 
7:00pm. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday 
Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes."  Often  a  g/l  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  Illness.  Pos.  C&S  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst.  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  SI.  (508)  283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 
Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  the  People' — with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U. 
radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
326-1600  X350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoln  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m. 
(800)  42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30 
to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 
1559. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  tor  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  SL  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 


Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  6:00-7:00pm  at 
Bangs  Community  Center,  70  Boltwood  Walk. 

Info:  P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584- 
4213. 

Thursdays 

Somerville  ♦  The  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Program 
offers  meals  to  PWA’s  HIV+  and  friends  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  One  block  from  Davis  Square 
Red  Line  Station.  Info:  666-4130. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-ln 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  QuIN.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  In  at  DOB  Coffee  Night.  7  to 
9:30  p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradlord  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Info: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  -  Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial 
Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN.  62  Berkeley  Sf.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  Boston  Living 
Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m.  236-1012. 

Boston  ♦  Body  Electric.  Healing  w/sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  $12.  522-9164. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  Swing  and  C/W  Dance  for  G/L/B.  8 
p.m.,  swing  and  two-step  lessons;  9  p.m.  to 
midnight,  dancing.  Smoke  /  alcohol  free,  juice  bar. 
Air  cond.  $5.  “On  Broadway,"  880  Broadway.  623- 
9532. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Safe  Sex  Brigade  and  Antl-L/G/B 
Violence  Campaign.  Volunteers  meet  on  steps  of 
P'Town  Post  Office  Friday  and  Sunday  nights  at 


CALENDAR 

GUIDELINES 

Calendar  listings  must  be  received 
by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of 
the  event.  Photos  encouraged / 

Listings  may  also  be  faxed  to  426- 
2723.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or 
is  not  wheelchair  accessible  and/or 
sign  language  interpreted. 

PLEASE  USE  OUR  FORMAT  FOR 
SUBMISSIONS  IN  CALENDAR.  OR 
INCLUSION  IN  CALENDAR  CAN 
NOT  BE  GUARANTEED. 

Please  include  time,  date,  place,  and 
a  contact  person.  All  listings  must  be 
typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are 
printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in 
the  617  area  code,  and  cities  are 
in  Massachusetts,  unless 
otherwise  noted. 


HALL  *0  WEEN 

BALL 

SATURDAY  OCTOBER  26  1991  9PM-2AM 


THE  WINTERGARDEN 
222  BERKELEY  STREET 
MUSIC  BY 

MARK  TARBOX  OF  TATTOO 
PRIZES  FOR  BEST  COSTUME 


TICKETS  $  1 5  tickets  are  limited 
AVAILABLE  AT 
FENWAY  HEALTH  CENTER 
GLAD  DAY  •  ODEON  •  FRITZ 
METROPOLITAN  HEALTH  CLUB 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
WILLIAM  GEORGE 

MODELS 

ELIZABETH  JONES 
CRAIG  SILVERS 
CRAIG  W  SPANO 
ROBERT  WEINERMAN 

HAIR  AND  MAKE-UP 

RAY  CADRJN  FOR  ALEXANDERS 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
DAN  MOON 


COSTUMES  OPTIONAL 


NEW  WORDS 


ALL  PROCEEDS  TO  BENEFIT  FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


ALL  ATTENOEES  Of  THE  HUMAN  RIGHTS  CAMPAIGN  FUND  DIMMER  RECEIVE  A  COMPLIMENTARY  TICKET 


